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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

Shrinking Faith 
 

I do not wear a clerical collar (or clergy) 
shirt as often as I once did.  However, after 
wearing the one that I currently possess 
usually once or twice a week for about a year 
now, I’ve noticed the collar has gotten a bit 
frayed.  So, I ordered a new shirt this past 
week and, after finally arriving in the mail, I 
tried it on.  But lo and behold!  No amount of 
sucking in my gut would get me into that shirt.  
It was the same size that I was always used to 
wearing!  However, it looks as if my wife’s 
wonderful cooking had done a number on me.  
The long and short of it is that I cannot wear 
the new shirt I purchased, and I had to 
exchange it for a different size that fits me.   

In thinking about it…we don’t live in a 
“one size fits all” sort of world.  How about 
matters involving faith?  We experience varying 
levels at different times in our lives.  For 
example, a person who is strong in his or her 
faith may have more power to resist temptation 
and greater feeling of peace, totally confident 
of eternal life.  However, 1 Corinthians 10:12 
says, “Therefore let anyone who thinks that he 
stands take heed lest he fall.”  Faith can shrink.  
And it can even shrink down to unbelief.  This 
occurs for a number of reasons.  However, one 
underlining reason for it involves spiritual thirst 
or starvation.  We become like empty water 
bottles with the water of life drained out of 
them.  And the remedy for this is to NOT 
neglect those means by which faith is 
preserved, strengthened and nourished, but to 
study God’s Word, attend worship, and receive 
the Lord’s Supper. 

A shirt has a limited life span.  In time, 
the shirt begins to become frayed, then thin 
and holes appear, and we get rid of it.  Faith 
can be like that too, if we do not water it and 
feed it.  As mentioned before, we experience 
varying level of faith at different times in our 
lives.  And in every congregation there are 
some who (at the moment) are strong in their 
faith, and some who are weak in their faith.  
Yet, God has brought us together that we 
might encourage one another.  WE NEED 
EACH OTHER!  And together we point to 
Jesus who has stretched out His arms on the 
cross to save all people, taking our place in 
death.  And rising to eternal life, He gives the 
same thing to anyone who would believe in 
Him.                 

And as always, dear brothers and 
sisters, please contact me if you or a loved one 
is in the hospital, celebrating a milestone, or 
would just like a visit! 
 

Let’s Stay Connected! 
  Your Brother in Christ, 
   Pr. Jonathan Vierkant 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 
 Please have all newsletter articles in by 
Tuesday, September 24th to Cathy Grande at 
standrewchurchwb@gmail.com.   
Confirmations will be sent for articles sent via 
e-mail.  Thanks. 
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BOARD OF ELDERS 
 
     September is upon us and summer is 
rapidly flying by. Where did the time go. Kids 
are back to school. Our favorite football teams 
are in full swing, days are warm and shorter. 
Nights definitely cooler. ECC is back in session 
and Confirmation class starts Sunday 
September 8th at 7:45 am. We have 5 kids this 
year all ready to go. 
 
   The fall worship schedule stays the same 
with 1 service at 9:00 am followed by Bible 
study right after service.   
 
   We have nothing new to report on our search 
for a permanent organist as Shannon and 
Caleb Krueger have graciously volunteered 
their service through the middle of next year. 
Charlie Hess will help out when needed and 
Josh Hua will play once a month. Thank you to 
all of you for your service to St. Andrew. 
Please say hi to them and let them know how 
appreciated they are. 
 
Some dates to keep in mind. 
September 8/2019—Confirmation class 
September 19/2019—Elder’s meeting 
February 23/2020---WLHS A Cappella Choir 
and Brass Ensemble at St. Andrew 
February 28/2020---Student Lock-In with 
Concordia Students hosting. 
Some dates are out a little but good to start 
thinking ahead. 
 
    Please contact Pastor, an Elder, or the 
church office if you are going in for surgery, 
having a hospital stay or have anything else 
you think we should know about.  We are 
concerned for our members but if you do not 
tell us what is going on, we will not know to 
contact you to see if you would like a visit or 
would like to be included in our prayers. 
     This is your church home and we are your 
church family so we are very interested in what 
you think.  Please contact one of the elders 
and let us know if you have any concerns, 
questions, need help or just want to talk.  We 
are here to help you in any way we can.  Below 
is the list of Elders and which area of 
responsibilities they are heading.  You can talk 

to any Elder about any concerns or questions 
and we will bring it up to the full board.   
 
In God’s service, 
 
Ken Betz (Chairman) 
Randy Sheffield(Secretary & Readers)      
Joseph Gutschmidt (Sick/Shut-Ins)   
Paul Heinz (Fundraisers & Personnel) 
Curt Gnatzig (Youth)      
Craig Falk (Ushers)  
Dave Brehmer (Inactives)    
  

 

DARTBALL 
 
 With summer entering its last months 
and the fall/winter season approaching we are 
once again looking to continue St Andrew’s 
Dartball Team. 
 
The league play starts September 18th and 
consists of 18 weeks of play ending February 
5th.  League play is followed by a league wide 
tournament exact date and location to come.  
Games are played on Wednesday nights 
starting at 7:00 and completing around 9:00.  
This is a traveling league with half the games 
played at St Andrew and the other half at area 
churches.   
 
We will be having a practice on September 11th 
at 7:00 PM the week before league play starts 
at St Andrew in the Sunday school area.  If you 
are interested in playing there is a signup sheet 
on the bulletin board where you can indicated if 
you wish to play Full or Part Time. The team is 
open to all confirmed members of St Andrew.  
If you are not quite sure of what Dartball is feel 
free to stop at the practice and check it out. 
 
We had a great time playing last year and 
would enjoy having more involved for fun & 
fellowship one night a week during the winter 
months.   If you have questions please contact 
Dave Brehmer 414-870-2705 or Rick Bruss.  
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EARLY CHILDHOOD CAMPUS 
 

I will instruct you and teach you in the way 
you should go;  
I will counsel you and watch over you.  
Psalm 3:8 
 
Our early childhood campus has gone through 
a series of evaluations regarding our financial 
state.  Due to the West Bend Public School 
System implementation of 4K 3 years ago, we 
are experiencing a short fall in revenue 
creating a deficit directly linked to our falling 4K 
enrollment.  Because of this I knew major staff 
changes must take place in order for us to 
continue our children's mission.   
 
After much prayer for direction and instruction, 
God led me to an answer.  I presented this 
change and received approval from the ECC 
Board. I will be taking my retirement (Dec 1st) 
earlier than I had planned but remaining on in a 
part-time role and continuing to serve our 
campus as Director.  This year I will also be in 
the 3K classroom as a Teacher Assistant 
helping Mrs. Gross. This will free up revenue 
so we can continue to teach and bring the little 
children to know and love Jesus.   
 
The ECC Board and I feel that our Early 
Childhood Campus is St. Andrews greatest 
outreach.  Each school year we have 30 plus 
young families walk through the doors of our 
church building giving us the opportunity to 
minister to Gods children and their families. 
 
Please consider gifting our campus with your 
financial blessings. Envelopes will be made 
available and labeled, Early Childhood 
Campus.  Your gift will help us continue to 
bring the little ones to Jesus. I sincerely thank 
you. 
 
Our teaching staff will continue to be Lori 
Gross 3K and stepping into a new role, 
Deanna Hojnacki will be taking my position as 
the 4K teacher. Please keep them in your 
prayers and myself too. 
 

Special thanks to Katie Vierkant and Kathy 
Muth for helping us clean the toys!  The first 
day of school is Tuesday, September 3rd. 
 
 Proverbs 3:5,6 reminds us to, Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will make your 
paths straight.  That is what I am doing... 
 
In His grip, 
Sandy Ruback 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP  
 

 The church picnic was a lot of fun 
despite rain moving the service indoors, but we 
still had a little fun by moving service to the 
fellowship hall. It also cleared up enough by 
the time the pig was done to allow some 
families to eat outside. Thank you to all that 
helped setup and take down, and thank you to 
the Janz family for roasting the pig. 
 

The Time and Talent Survey received almost 
no responses. One of the responsibilities of the 
board is to maintain a file on how members 
would like to help and support the 
congregation. We will continue to accept 
surveys, but if we don’t receive more feedback, 
the file we maintain will be based on history 
only. 
 

Remaining events this year: 
 

 Harvest Dinner - November 3 
 Pumpkin Painting - TBD (When the 

pumpkins are ready) 
 
 

EVANGELISM 

 
THANK YOU to all those who came out, 
donated and helped with the rummage sale. 
We believe it was a very successful event. We 
heard many comments from shoppers that they 
did not know our church was here and we also 
made $1326 from the sale. Half will be donated 
to Seeds of Hope in West Bend and the other 
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half will be put towards the new church sign out 
front. Thank you again to all. 
 
Everyone His Witness is coming 
up September 7th. Sign up on the bulletin 
board. This is a great program that will help 
you be able to better witness to those around 
you and share God's love.  
 
The next Highway Clean-up is October 6th. 
More people means less work per person. 
Come help and have a good time socializing 
with others of our church family while getting a 
little exercise.  
 
The Blood Drive has been rescheduled for the 
morning of November 16th. We are also 
hoping to do a Chili cook-off that day as well, 
so get your recipes ready! Stay tuned for 
more details and sign-up sheets.  
 
Evangelism Board 
 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

Sunday School starts Sunday, September 8th.  
Please come to church to worship as a family, 
bring your child into the Sunday School area to 
sign in and attend.  Adult Bible class is offered 
at that same time so stay after worship and 
plan on attending.  Attending Bible class shows 
your child the importance of learning God’s 
word as an adult. 
The Board of Education wants to encourage all 
parents of school age children who attend St. 
Andrew to apply for tuition assistance for the 
2020-2021 school year.  This Assistance is 
available to all elementary and high school age 
students who wish to attend an LCMS 
parochial school.   
Lastly keep your eyes open for upcoming 
fundraising events to help St. Andrew and the 
Board of Ed raise funds for the Tuition 
Assistance Program.  God bless all of our 
students and teachers who are returning to all 
of the classrooms this fall.   
 
In Christ, 
Joanne Miller, Judi Riedel,, Rory Hetzel and 
Debbie Yenter 

SISTERS IN CHRIST 
 
We have completed our summer Bible Study 
called, God is in the Laundry Room and we 
were truly amazed how Gods Holy Spirit led 
the way each morning.  Our time together was 
filled with study, personal sharing, and uplifting 
of each other.  What a blessing our time 
together was. 
 
Sisters will continue our study of God’s word 
this fall.  On the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of the month we will meet for 
Bible study beginning at 6:30pm.  Our starting 
date is September 11th.  We have not chosen 
a study title or location but will certainly have 
that ready to announce soon. 
 
We are working on several different fall 
meetings and/or activities to get us started 
again and will announce those as soon as they 
are finalized. 
 
Sisters in Christ is for any age women in our 
congregation who want to be involved in 
fellowship, mission work, activities, Bible study, 
and support that only other Christian women 
can give.  We welcome you to any of our 
coming up activities! 
 
In His Service, 
Sandy Ruback and Judi Bastian 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
 Sunday School starts September 8th. 
Ronda Koenig let me know over the summer 
that she would like to take a break from 
teaching Sunday School. She has been a 
teacher for over 10 years and was recently the 
teacher for the middle school age group. I'd like 
to thank Ronda for her time volunteering with 
the youth of our congregation. 
 
9-8 Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
Alleluia! The children learn about “The 
Resurrection of Jesus” as they study the 
account of Easter morning from Matthew 28:1–
10. Consider asking, “Why is the bodily 
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resurrection of Jesus important? How is each 
Sunday a celebration of Easter?” 
 
9-15 The Empty Tomb (John 20:1–18). The 
children will learn how Jesus comes to us in 
His Word so that the Spirit gives us faith to 
believe in Christ’s resurrection and comforts us 
when we mourn the death of loved ones. You 
might discuss, “How did Jesus’ followers react 
when they discovered the empty tomb? How 
can we share the message of the 
resurrection?” 
 
9-22 Jesus Appears on the Emmaus 
Road (Luke 24:13–35). Talk with your 
children: “How does Christ comes to and abide 
with us?” 
 

9-29 Jesus Appears to Thomas (John 20:19–
31). We, like Thomas, doubt what we cannot 
see. Through His Spirit, God gives us eyes of 
faith that we might see Jesus in Word and 
Sacrament and believe in Him. Discuss with 
your family: “When is it hard to trust and 
believe in the promises of God? Who is the 
source of our faith?” 
 
Jeff Grande 
Sunday School Superintendent 
 
 
HANDBELL CHOIR: Bells will be starting up again 
on Monday, September 9th. Anyone wanting to 
join, feel free to show up to a rehearsal or talk to 
Jennifer Becker (414) 315-0517. No experience 
necessary! Let's make a joyful noise unto the Lord! 
 

 
Congratulations!   

Austin Legate was promoted to Staff Sergeant 
in the Air Force. 
 

 

Reader Schedule 
 

September 1 
Old Testament: Proverbs 25:2-10 
Epistle Reading: Hebrews 13:1-17 

9:00   Randy Sheffield 
 

September 8 
Old Testament: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Epistle Reading: Philemon 1-21 
  9:00    Craig Falk 

  
September 15 

Old Testament: Ezekiel 34:11-24 
Epistle Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

  9:00    Michele Buehler 
     

September 22 
Old Testament: Amos 8:4-7 

Epistle Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-15 
9:00     Jennifer Becker 

 
September 29 

Old Testament: Daniel 10:10-14, 12:1-3 
Epistle Reading: Revelation 12:7-12 

9:00   Carla Peterson   
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September 2019 Usher Schedule 

September 1 

9 AM Team #4 

Thai Hua 

Margie Hua 

Josh Hua 

Craig Falk 

Brady Falk 

 
September 8 

9 AM Team #5 

Paul Heinz 

Pete Hesprich 

Mark Janz 

Ted Wuebben 

 
September 15 

9 AM Team #6 

Bob Buehler 

Norman Rettamel 

Randy Sheffield 
 

September 22 

9 AM Team #1 

Dan Yenter 

Dan Fischer 

Carla Peterson 

Greg Knox 

Miles Yenter 

 

September 29 

9 AM Team #2 

Ken Betz 

Rick Bruss 

Blake Sommer 

Ron Nuoffer 

Josh Miller 
 

If you cannot make the Sunday you are scheduled to 
usher, please find a replacement. Thank you. 

 
 

 

 

WISH LIST 
 

Approved by Church Council 5/23/2019 
 

Organ 
 

White tables 
(type that we have in the fellowship 

hall) 
 

Replacement chairs for the fellowship 
hall 

 
Carpet cleaner 

(contact a Trustee for specifications) 
 

HandBell Maintenance 
(approx.. $2,000) 

 
Sign for Front Yard 
(Update and Move) 

 
***If you wish to purchase one of the 
above items be aware that St. Andrew is 
a tax-exempt organization.  That means 
we do not have to pay tax on such 
purchases.  Please ask us for a tax-
exempt form so tax does not have to be 
paid. 
 
 We would also be glad to give you 
a 'donation statement' for your tax 
purposes. 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
 1 Shirley Reuter 
 2 Matthew Gnatzig 
 2 Malachi Schellinger 
 6 Linda Bruss 
 8 Xander McKee 
 10 Austin Jantz 
 10 Troy Justman 
 10 Leo Ruback 
 12 Randy Sheffield 
 13 Laurie Kelln 
 14 Darren Keaton 
 20 Betty Taft 
 22 Lillith Schlosser 
 24 Nicholas Arps 
 25 Judi Bastian 
 25 Raiden Seidler 
 27 Donna Krueger 
 27 Carla Peterson 
 28 Lauren Schilling 
 30 Cris Kiel 
 30 Katie Vierkant 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
SEPTEMBER BAPTISMAL 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 1 Jacquelyn Beaupre’ 
 1 Jess Jug 
 1 George Muth 
 4 Dan Fischer 
 6 Matthew Gutschmidt 
 6 Dan Legate 
 6 Randy Sheffield 
 11 Gary Baertlein 
 11 John Schlicht 
 15 Pamela Beaupre’ 
 16 Jenny Kohler 
 20 Gary Leipold 
 25 Ron Bastian 
 26 Mert Fischer 
 27 Shirley Reuter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER WEDDING  
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 2 Rick & Linda Bruss 
 3 Jeff & Aimee Schmidt 
 5 Greg & Melissa Knox 
 6 Dan & Suzanne Woods 
 7 Chad & Jacklyn Bruss 
 8 Dan & Mert Fischer 
 8 Lori & Ben Turenske 
 15 Peter & Darlene Dummann 
 19 Darryl & Laurie Pree 
 22 Jason & Amy Betz 
 25 Troy & Amy Justman 
 26 Dave & Amy Brehmer 
 29 Al & Nancy Taft 


