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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

Is Christ “In” or “Out?” 
 
 Here’s a question for you!  Is Christ “in” or 
“out?”  According to Thomas Jefferson’s Bible, 
entitled, “The Life and Morals of Jesus of 
Nazareth,” the story of Jesus ended with his 
entombment.  Jefferson, while keeping the 
moral lessons of Jesus intact, extracted 
passages from the Bible that portray Jesus as 
divine using razor and glue.  Among these 
removals include the miracles of Jesus and the 
account of His own bodily resurrection.  Why 
did he do this?  Historian Edwin Scott Gaustad 
put it this way: “The retired President did not 
produce his small book to shock or offend a 
somnolent world; he composed it for himself, 
for his devotion, for his assurance, for a more 
restful sleep at nights and a more confident 
greeting of the mornings.”     
 
 I am grateful that Jefferson’s cut and paste 
work on the Bible is not the final authority on 
Christian truth!  For according to the Bible, not 
only did Jesus perform miracles that vindicated 
His claims about Himself and His teaching - 
and so that other might believe (John 10:37-
38) – but Christ also came out of His tomb, and 
is alive and well.  Which is it for you?  Is He “in” 
or “out?” 
 
 Most of the world have Christ in the tomb, if 
not by conviction of creed, than at the very 
least by the way that most people live.  It is 
perceived in a world where prayers run dry on 
the lips of most people, and where God’s 
house of prayer and worship is vacated.  Yet, 
most serious of all, if Christ is still in the tomb, 
then there is nothing more for anyone to look 

forward to.  For “if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile and you are still in your sins” 
(1 Corinthians 15:17).  But thanks be to God!  
Christ came out of His tomb!  And as those 
who believe and are baptized, we have 
partnership with Him now and forever.   
 
 Again, are you an “in” or “out” person?  I am 
an “out” person.  And although I fall short in my 
daily walk with Christ due to sin, confessing my 
sins and gathering together with fellow 
believers in God’s house of worship and 
prayer, I am once again filled up to the brim 
with God’s promise of agape love and 
forgiveness for me.  Likewise, whether we are 
bedridden, paralyzed, or in the most miserable 
circumstances, we can look up to heaven and 
say “Hallelujah!”  Because Christ lives.   
 

As always, dear brothers and sisters, 
please contact me if you or a loved one is in 
the hospital, celebrating a milestone, or would 
just like a visit!  I would love to get to know 
YOU better.    

 
Let’s stay connected! 

                    Your Brothers in Christ, 
                                Pr. Jonathan Vierkant 
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

  Please have all newsletter articles in by 
Tuesday, March 26th to Cathy Grande at 
standrewchurchwb@gmail.com.  
Confirmations will be sent for articles sent via 
e-mail.  Thanks. 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
A new women’s Bible study “Sip, Savor, and 
Drink Deeply” has started on Sunday evenings 
at church at 6:30 p.m. There is still room for 
anyone to join in. 

 
 

EVANGELISM 
 

Being Joyful 
We all have experienced joy. Kids experience 
joy by simply eating ice cream or sledding 
down a big hill. Adults experience joy at the 
birth of a child, laughing with good friends, or 
spending time with family.  We all know that 
feeling. The times when our hearts overflow. 
The tough part is, it doesn’t last. Our joys are 
too quickly overshadowed by the daily grind. 
We forget those joyful moments because of the 
world around us - full of sin and brokenness.  
In any given church service there are so many 
points in the liturgy where the congregation 
responds with Alleluia!, Amen!, or Hosanna! 
But we don’t sound very joyful. We sound like 
we are distracted by the world, beaten down by 
the grind of our daily lives, and sucked into rote 
repetition of the words, so very familiar to us.  
Imagine children sledding down a snowy hill 
blandly saying “yay; hooray.” It simply doesn’t 
fit! 
 
This Easter, we are calling out to the 
congregation to invite friends, family, 
neighbors, coworkers, and acquaintances to 
join us on Easter Sunday. The common 
response for Eastertide is “Alleluia, He is risen! 
He is risen indeed; Alleluia!” Think about what 
guests will hear… a congregation, probably 
sleepy and hungry, mumbling through the 
single most joyful occasion in the church year.  
Instead of being lulled into joyless repetition, 
consider what those words mean. They mean 
that our God came to earth to stand beside us 
in our daily grind. He experienced the 
monotony of getting by, one day at a time. Just 
like us, he saw friends and relatives suffer, get 
sick, die, get put in prison, flee for their lives, 
and betray Him. He even experienced an unfair 
justice system, torture, shame, mockery, and 

death. But through EVERY LAST PART, he 
retained His joy! He knew that because He 
came to earth, our place in heaven was 
secured. Death and sadness and brokenness 
are not our end. Life and completeness and 
wholeness are! We have JOY! So I challenge 
you: When we say our Alleluias, think about 
what they mean; “God be praised!” We praise 
God for giving us life, giving us salvation, and 
giving us the courage to face another 
tomorrow. So let them be joyful! Let our 
heartfelt Alleluias reach our neighbors ears and 
tell them of the joy of Christ arisen! 
Jennifer Becker 
 

 We would like to invite the congregation to a 
special Prayer Vigil on Ash Wednesday, 
March 6. There will be a morning service 
with ashes, and the church sanctuary will be 
open from then until the evening service at 
7PM. We invite everyone to join us in 
praying for our congregation, the community, 
and any special prayer requests you bring. 
We will be hosting a similar vigil on Maundy 
Thursday immediately preceding the 
evening service. Contact Katie Vierkant if 
you have any questions. 

 
 

BOARD OF ELDERS 
 
           Our Lenten services start on 
Wednesday March 6, Ash Wednesday, with an 
8:30 am service, 6:00 pm Soup Supper and a 
7:00 pm service, and continue every 
Wednesday night through April 17th with soup 
supper at 6:00 and the worship service starting 
at 7:00.  Maundy Thursday (4/18) & Good 
Friday (4/19) services will also be held at 7:00 
but we will not have soup supper before those 
two services. 
     Your Elders will supply the soup for the Ash 
Wednesday Soup Supper so please join us in 
fellowship and a good meal before the Lenten 
services.  Please also consider to volunteer, as 
a group, or individuals, to bring the main 
dishes/soups for the rest of the Soup Suppers.  
We have sign-up sheets on the bulletin board 
and would appreciate having our members 
sign up so we know how many soups, or hot 
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dishes, we will have.  If you are a member of 
one of our Boards, talk with the other members 
and see if they would like to take one of the 
Soup Suppers. 
     Lutheran School Sunday is March 17 and 
we are expecting many guests so please make 
our visitors feel welcomed.  Talk to someone 
you may not know and let them know we are 
happy they joined us for service. 
     In case of a Sunday cancellation we will 
notify our members with a cancellation banner 
on our web site, TV & radio stations and where 
we have your email address, a mass email. 
Please see the Church Service Cancellation 
Policy located in this newsletter for more 
details. 
    Please contact Pastor, an Elder, or the 
church office if you are going in for surgery, 
having a hospital stay or have anything else 
you think we should know about.  We are 
concerned for our members but if you do not 
tell us what is going on, we will not know to 
contact you to see if you would like a visit or 
would like to be included in our prayers. 
     This is your church home and we are your 
church family so we are very interested in what 
you think.  Please contact one of the elders 
and let us know if you have any concerns, 
questions, need help or just want to talk.  We 
are here to help you in any way we can.  Below 
is the list of Elders and which area of 
responsibilities they are heading.  You can talk 
to any Elder about any concerns or questions 
and we will bring it up to the full board.   
 
Rick Bruss (Chairman & Inactive) 
Ken Betz (Secretary & Readers) 
Joseph Gutschmidt (Sick/Shut-Ins) 
Paul Heinz (Fundraisers & Personnel) 
Curt Gnatzig (Youth) 
Craig Falk (Ushers)  
Dave Brehmer      

 
 

CARD RACK 
 

Easter cards are now available on the card 
rack in the fellowship hall.  Check out the many 
options of cards for birthdays, get wells, thank 
yous, sympathies, and ministry. There are also 
a couple of options for adult coloring books.  

MOVIE NIGHTS AT CHURCH 
 
 There is a movie night planned for March 
24th.  Please join us for “God Bless the Broken 
Road” and fellowship. We will be starting the 
movie right after Bible Study at 11:15 a.m. If 
you would like to, bring a lunch or we can 
share the cost of pizzas. 

God’s Blessing to you all 
Bob and Michele Buehler 

 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CAMPUS 
 

  Registration is now open for our 3K and 
4K programs!   
 

Our 3K program will continue to offer extra 
choices for the 2019-2020 school year. 
We will be offering both a 2 day and a 3 day 3K 
program. 
 

2 day program tuition: $855 year=$95/month 
3 day program tuition:$1278 year=$142/ month 
 
Choose a session:   
Monday/Wednesday program 
Tuesday/Thursday program 
Friday is optional for either session 
 
Our 4K will once again be offering a 3 day or 4 
day program 
3 day program: Monday/Wednesday/Friday 
$1278 year/$142 per month 
4   day   program 
Monday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
$1710 year/$190 per month 
* 4 day 4K Early Bird Discount- Register by 
May 1st receive $310 off tuition $1400 
year/$156 per month. 
 

Contact Sandy Ruback by calling the church 
office or by email st.andrewecc@gmail.com.  I 
would be happy to give you a tour or answer 
any questions you may have. 
 

 The children in our campus have just 
completed their Servant Event for Children's 
Hospital of Wisconsin.  In honor of one of 
their classmates, Rylyn, who has gone 
through cancer treatments at Children's, 
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they collected toys and earned money to 
purchase items for the hospitals Toy Closet.  
We are truly thankful for the healing God has 
granted Rylyn.  Kids helping kids! 

 

 Our campus children will be singing in 
church on March 17th in celebration of 
Christian/Lutheran Education Sunday.  Join 
us for a coffee fellowship time following the 
service.  Goodies and beverages will be 
provided by our Early Childhood Campus 
Board.  

 
In service to God and His precious ones, 
Sandy Ruback 

 
 

Sisters in Christ 
Our March Breakfast Meeting will be on 
Saturday, March 16th at 8:30am.  Join us at a 
new location, The Hub-Social Good Brews 303 
Water Street, West Bend. The Hub is a local 
gathering space that is run by volunteers and 
all proceeds go to 50 local nonprofits.  So 
come for some coffee and good food and help 
us plan for the months ahead!  All ladies (and 
guys too) are welcomed to join us.  Let's make 
a difference in our church and community 
together! 
 
Easter Egg Hunt will be on Saturday, April 6th 
at 1:00pm. 
We will be filling the eggs on Wednesday, April 
3rd at 1:00 at church and help is needed. 
Once again, we are asking for candy donations 
for the egg hunt.  Please place small, wrapped 
candy in the marked basket in the narthex.  
Thank you! 
 
Working together for Christ, 
Sandy and Judi 
 
 

Reader Schedule 
 

March 3 
Old Testament: Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Epistle Reading: Hebrews 3:1-6 
Michele Buehler 

 
March 10 

Old Testament: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Epistle Reading: Romans 10:8b-13 

Jodie Falk 
 

March 17 
Old Testament: Jeremiah 26:8-15  

Epistle Reading: Philippians 3:17 – 4:1 
Debbie Yenter 

     
March 24 

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-20 
Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Brad Becker 
 

March 31 
First Reading: Isaiah 12:1-6 

Epistle Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Carla Peterson 

 
 
 

Board Email Addresses 
If you need to reach all members of a board, the 
tech committee has created an email address 
for each board that will reach all members. 
 
Finance: fin_board@standrew-westbend.org 
Elders: elder_board@standrew-westbend.org 
Evangelism: evang_board@standrew-westbend.org 
Education: ed_board@standrew-westbend.org 
Trustees:trust_board@standrew-westbend.org 
ECC:ecc_board@standrew-westbend.org 
 
A Stewardship email is in the works now that 
the 2 boards are separate. 
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WISH LIST 
 

Approved by Church Council 10/26/2017 
 

Organ 
 

Parking Lot Final Layer 

(Summer 2018) 
(approx. $25,000) 

 
Chimes for the Organ 

(approx.  $7,200) 
 

White tables 
(type that we have in the fellowship 

hall) 
 

Replacement chairs for the fellowship 
hall 

 
Carpet cleaner 

(contact a Trustee for specifications) 
 

HandBell Maintenance 
(approx.. $2,000) 

 
***If you wish to purchase one of the 
above items be aware that St. Andrew is 
a tax-exempt organization.  That means 
we do not have to pay tax on such 
purchases.  Please ask us for a tax-
exempt form so tax does not have to be 
paid. 
 
 We would also be glad to give you a 
'donation statement' for your tax 
purposes. 

 
 

March  2019 Usher Schedule 
 March 3  
 9 AM Team #1  
 Dan Yenter  
 Dan Fischer  
 Carla Peterson  
 Greg Knox  
 

 
 

 March 10  
 9 AM Team #2  
 Ken Betz  
 Rick Bruss  
 Blake Sommer  
 Ron Nuoffer  
 Josh Miller  
 

 
 

 March 17  
 9 AM Team #3  
 Mark Ruback  
 Myron Kraft  
 Jeff Schmidt  
 Al Taft  
 Dave Brehmer  
 

 
 

 March 24  
 9 AM Team #4  
 Thai Hua  
 Margie Hua  
 Josh Hua  
 Craig Falk  
 Brady Falk  
 Sharon Oelke  
   
 March 31  
 9 AM Team #5  
 Paul Heinz  
 Pete Hesprich  
 Mark Janz  
 Ted Wuebben  
 Elmer Frey  
   

If you cannot make the Sunday you are 
scheduled to usher, please find a replacement.  

Thank you. 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 
 2  Patty Jantz 
 4  Craig Falk 
 4  Abigail Kelln 
 5  Sheriane Sauter 
 5  Joshua Vierkant 
 8  Bryan Woods 
 9  Deborah Osgood 
 11  Mary Bandler 
 12  Sue Johnson 
 15  Amy Brehmer 
 15  Caleb Sommer 
 16  James Keaton 
 17  Lori Turenske 
 18  Aaron Heinz 
 21  Emma Sommerfeld 
 29  Cliff Hetzel 
 31  Fred Legate 

 
 
 
 
 

MARCH BAPTISMAL 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 1  Dan Woods 
 6  Lois Dummann 
 9  Darren Keaton 
 10  Melissa Knox 
 11  Brittany Neumann 
 12  Debbie Yenter 
 15  Henry Grande 
 16  Myron Kraft 
 17  Brittany Osgood 
 17  Cheyenne Osgood 
 17  Kiara Osgood 
 19  Harper Ratzel 
 20  Beverly Struebing 
 22  Chris Struebing 
 23  Darrell Harrison 
 25  Claire Schilling 
 26  Sheriane Sauter 
 26  Joshua Vierkant 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MARCH WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 6  Jess & Nick Jug 
 12  Pamela & Gary Beaupre’ 
 20  Ken & Dorene Betz 


