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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

 
 

Family Life 
 

 When thinking about family life, two words 
come to mind.  Norman Rockwell.  The 
patriarch is at the head of the dinner table.  
The matriarch is presenting a roasted turkey to 
a family of several generations.  Everyone is 
gathered around the table, including the 
children, rosy-cheeked and full of smiles. Yet, 
family life is not always as it seems, or as it is 
presented to us in paintings.  How about this?  
Dad is snoring on the couch.  Mom is a limp 
dish rag, completely maxed out. And the 
children are fighting again.  No family is 
perfect.  This is most certainly true! 
 We are broken in so many ways.  We all 
have our quirks, bad habits, hang ups, and 
painful experiences that have left scars.  
However, here’s good news…God choses 
people with problems.  Search the Scriptures 
and you’ll see that it is true.  And He has 
established the church to be a place where 

God’s forgiveness and love (mercy) is shared 
with all. 
 Starting in the month of January 
(specifically January 12th), I will be spending 
five weeks preaching on the topic of Holy 
Baptism as part of a 20/20 God’s Vision for My 
Life theme.  In his Small Catechism Martin 
Luther writes this about baptism. “It indicates 
that the Old Adam in us should by daily 
contrition and repentance be drowned and die 
with all sins and evil desires, and that a new 
person should daily emerge and arise to live 
before God in righteousness and purity 
forever.”  What an awesome way to live!  In 
baptism God gives a new you and a new 
worldview.  
 As always, dear brothers and sisters, 
please contact me if you or a loved one is in 
the hospital, celebrating a milestone, or would 
just like a visit!  I would love to get to know you 
better and pray with you.  Also, please see me 
if you are interested in becoming a member of 
St. Andrew or would just like to receive a 
refresher as to what it is we believe.  I am 
currently offering a four-week class to anyone 
interested.   

     Let’s Connect! 
     Your Brother in Christ,  
       Pr. Jonathan Vierkant 

  
 

 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 
  Please have all newsletter articles in by 
Tuesday, January 21st Cathy Grande at 
standrewchurchwb@gmail.com.   
Confirmations will be sent for articles sent via 
e-mail.  Thanks. 
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BOARD OF ELDERS 
 

 January is here. The Board of Elders hopes 
you had a very blessed Christmas this year. 
Thank you for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
HE is the greatest gift we could ever receive. 
Thank you to all who made our programs, 
services, soup suppers and fellowship 
opportunities a success.  
 
    Men, did you know we have a men’s bible 
study every Monday night at 7:00 pm here at St. 
Andrew. We are currently studying the book of 
Matthew. It’s a small group of usually 3 to 6 
guys. Very informal. If you would like to join us, 
we would love to see you here. Just bring your 
bible and come to the fellowship hall door. If you 
don’t have a bible, we have one for you. 
 
    Our search for a permanent organist 
continues.  We have one good lead and still 
looking at any other possibilities. If you have 
anyone you think might be a candidate please 
let Pastor or any elder know. Thank you again 
to Shannon and Caleb Krueger, Josh Hua and 
Charlie Hess for taking care of us. 
 
    As we are in the winter season and weather 
is always a concern. Be aware that we try to 
stay open if at all possible. Your personal safety 
is important to all of us so please evaluate your 
situation. If you do not feel comfortable coming 
out, please stay home. If we close, there will be 
a notice on our website, mass emails to those 
on our mailing list, tv and radio as well. Please 
see the cancellation policy in this newsletter for 
further details.  
 
    Just a reminder that we have several 
important dates for you in the near future. 
Please see below.   
 
Some dates to keep in mind. 
 
February 23/2020---WLHS A Cappella Choir 
and Brass Ensemble at St. Andrew 
February 28/2020---Student Lock-In with 
Concordia Students hosting. 
Some dates are out a little but good to start 
thinking ahead. 

 
    Please contact Pastor, an Elder, or the 
church office if you are going in for surgery, 
having a hospital stay or have anything else you 
think we should know about.  We are concerned 
for our members but if you do not tell us what is 
going on, we will not know to contact you to see 
if you would like a visit or would like to be 
included in our prayers. 
     This is your church home and we are your 
church family so we are very interested in what 
you think.  Please contact one of the elders and 
let us know if you have any concerns, 
questions, need help or just want to talk.  We 
are here to help you in any way we can.  Below 
is the list of Elders and which area of 
responsibilities they are heading.  You can talk 
to any Elder about any concerns or questions 
and we will bring it up to the full board.   
 
In God’s service, 
Ken Betz (Chairman)   
Randy Sheffield (Secretary & Readers)  
Joseph Gutschmidt (Sick/Shut-Ins)  
Paul Heinz (Fundraisers & Personnel) 
Curt Gnatzig (Youth) 
Craig Falk (Ushers)  
Dave Brehmer (Inactives)      

 
 
 

Did you know? St. Andrew has a Facebook 
page. It is a good way to get church info 
including upcoming events and closings. It is 
also a great way to share church events with 
friends. Check it out and give us a “Like” to 
see future posts. 

 
 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
  If you have not already done so, please pick 
up your Offering Envelopes for 2020.  Please 
contact the office if you cannot find your 
envelopes. 
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EVANGELISM 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
The Evangelism board would like to thank all 
who have participated in our events 
throughout the year, including Hwy clean-up, 
parades, farmers market, rummage sale, 
Everyone His Witness, and the blood drive 
and chili cook-off. We hope to do some of the 
same events in the new year as well as some 
new ones. The purpose of our events are to 
get people outside of our church to become 
familiar with our church. Those that come to 
our events are then able to know our name 
and location and ideally mingle with some 
members so if they would ever decide to 
attend a service, they can see some familiar 
faces.  
It is still the season of giving and as God has 
given us the best gift of all, Jesus, we should 
want to share that gift with everyone we come 
into contact with. With future events held at 
the church, invite friends, neighbors, co-
workers. Getting someone to come to a  
 

 
 
church service may take time but getting them 
to come to an event to meet new people and  
see God through our church members could 
be a stepping stone for that person to have a 
relationship with God.  
Our next event is the Twelfth Night Party on 
January 5th starting at 4 pm. Come enjoy a 
Texas Roadhouse Dinner, bonfire, and other 
special activities. The dinner is freewill 
donation and proceeds go to the St. Andrew 
Tuition Assistance Fund. 
Stay tuned for future events in the new year.  
 

Evangelism Board 
 
 

EDUCATION 

 
 Thank you to the Sunday School students 
and teachers for sharing the story of Jesus 
birth.  What good news!!! 
 We would like to remind everyone to sign 
up for the Twelfth Night Celebration that is 
planned for 4 p.m. on Sunday, January 5th.  
The sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in 
the fellowship area.  Texas Roadhouse will 

Church Service Cancellation Policy 
In case of inclement weather or emergency situations 

 
St. Andrew Lutheran Church, West Bend, recognizes the need to cancel services and events due to inclement weather and for the 
protection/well-being of our congregation members.  If Sunday morning service is not cancelled, but we have inclement weather, 
please use your best judgement for your personal situation. 
 
Meetings or other events, with the exception of Sunday morning Confirmation class, worship service, and Sunday School/Bible 
Classes, will be cancelled at the discretion of the leader in charge of that event or meeting.  The leader will notify those 
participating in the event(s) or group meetings. 
 
Sunday morning Confirmation class, worship service, and Sunday School/Bible class will be cancelled at the determination of the 
Pastor and the Chairman of the Elders.  The decision will take place as early as possible and will be made no later than 7:00 am 
the morning of the cancelled Sunday events.  It will be communicated to the congregation as soon as possible.  Please consult any 
of the following after 7:30 am on Sundays: 
 
 1—WTMJ 4 
 2—FOX 6 (also AM 920, FM 106.1, OLDIES 95.7, Radio   Now 97.3, AM 1130 WISN & V100.7 JAMS) 
 3—St. Andrew website: www.standrew-westbend.org 
 4—Via email from church for those who have signed up (if you have not signed up for emails and would like to, please contact 
the church office with your email address.   

 Confirmation students will receive an email from the Elders about the cancellation of class by 7:15 am. 

 

http://www.standrew-westbend.org/
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supply us with a delicious buffet of Pork 
Chops, Barbecue Chicken, a Baked Potato 
Bar, tasty tossed salad and Cinnamon Butter 
Rolls.  We hope everyone will come out for 
dinner. A freewill offering will be collected to 
benefit the St. Andrew Tuition Assistance 
students wishing to attend a LCMS Christian 
school and are active members. There will 
also be a bonfire and other special events and 
activities.  Invite a friend or family member to 
attend too if you would like.  The meal will be 
served at 4:30.  Come to church for dinner and 
celebrate Ephipany while helping others! 
 
Serving Christ,  
Joanne Miller. Judi Reidel, Rory Hetzel and 
Debbie Yenter 
 
 

EDUCATION HOUR 
 
1-5  Paul and Timothy (Acts 15:1-16:5)  
Just as many in Paul’s day thought, we think 
we must do something to be saved. Yet the 
answer is always Jesus, Jesus, only Jesus, 
whose resurrection from the dead sealed our 
salvation and absolved the world. Questions 
for discussion include “How are you like 
Timothy?” and “How are we saved from our 
sin?” 
 
1-12  Lydia (Acts 16:11-15)  
Just as God worked His miracle beside the 
river, clothing Lydia with Christ in Baptism, so 
God works His miracles in pulpits and fonts 
around the world today, destroying the work of 
Satan, ripping believers from the jaws of 
death, washing away sins in water tinged with 
Jesus’ blood, and clothing believers with His 
righteousness. Adults could ask, “How did 
God use water to save Lydia and us? Who 
does God use to reveal His Word to us 
today?” 
 
1-19  Paul and Silas in Prison  
(Acts 16:16-40)   
Just as God freed Paul and Silas from prison, 
granting them life out of death, so Christ by 
His crucifixion and resurrection frees me from 
the prison of my sins and grants me life 

eternal. Questions for discussion include “How 
is this event more than just a story about 
Paul’s escape from prison?” and “How has 
God rescued us from the prison of sin?” 
 
1-26  Paul Sails for Rome (Acts 27)   
As Christ was with Paul and His companions, 
so He is with me, holding me up, keeping me 
with Him in the ship of the Church, and casting 
all my sins into the depths of the sea. Parents 
could ask, “Who and what did God use to 
keep Paul safe? How does God keep us 
safely with Him?” 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
What does it mean to be God's steward? This 
is the third article in an eight month series. 
We'll continue to look into different principles 
of being God's stewards based on His 
revealed will. Our lives are lived to make a 
contribution to others in Christ's name. 
 
Each month we will review one of the 
principles with a brief article, scripture to pray 
on, and a few questions to help individuals 
grow.  

1. God's stewards are God's stewards 
2. God's stewards are managers, not 

owners 
3. God's stewards are saints and 

sinners 
4. God's stewards are uniquely singular, 

yet profoundly plural 
5. God's stewards are in the world, but 

not of the world 
6. God's stewards are loved and loving 
7. God's stewards are served and 

serving 
8. God's stewards live with an 

awareness of the present and the 
future, of time and eternity 

 

God's Stewards are Saints and Sinners 
This isn't a unique statement in the light of 
Christian stewardship. A main tenant of our 
faith is recognition of our sinful nature and the 
complete reliance on God's Grace to absolve 
us of those sins. We need to recognize that as 
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saints we will continue to fall short of God's 
Will. This is one of the reasons God gave us 
the Church. We need each other and the 
Sacraments to keep our hearts and minds 
focused on Christ. 
 
Remember your Church family is here to help 
you through the good and the bad, the highs 
and the lows. You may feel like you're growing 
to new heights in Christ, or that you're falling 
short of God's Will constantly. Both states are 
normal for God's Stewards, we all go through 
our ups and downs. It's important to keep in 
mind that it's only through the Triune God we 
are made whole and brought back to our 
saintly being. 
 
Review the following verses as examples of 
management:  Eph 4:17-32, Col 3:5-17, 1 
John 3:1-2, 1 Peter 2:4-12. 
 
A great way to encourage self growth and 
reflection is to ask 3 simple questions. 

 What should I start doing? 
 What should I keep doing? 
 What should I stop doing? 

You can do this on your own or with someone 
you trust. 
 

 

Reader Schedule 
January 5  

Old Testament: Isaiah 60:1-6 
Epistle Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12 

Reader: Carla Peterson 
 

January 12  
Old Testament: Proverbs 14:12-18 

Epistle Reading: Romans 6:1-11 
Reader: Bob Buehler 

 
January 19 

Old Testament: 1 Kings 19:1-18  
Epistle Reading: Titus 3:3-7 

Reader: Jodie Falk 
     

January 26 
First Reading: Isaiah 26:1-9 

     Epistle Reading: Romans 8:5-11 
Reader: Debbie Yenter 
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January 2020 Usher Schedule   

   
 January 5  

 9 AM Team #4  
 Thai Hua  
 Margie Hua  
 Josh Hua  
 Craig Falk  
 Brady Falk  

   
 January 12  

 9 AM Team #5  
 Paul Heinz  

 Pete Hesprich  
 Mark Janz  

 Ted Wuebben  
   

 January 19  
 9 AM Team #6  
 Randy Sheffield  

 Bob Buehler  
 Norman Rettammel  

   
 January 26  

 9 AM Team #1  
 Miles Yenter  

 Dan Yenter  
 Carla Peterson  

 Greg Knox  
   

If you cannot make the Sunday you are 
scheduled to usher, please find a replacement.  

Thank you. 
 

 

WISH LIST 
 

Approved by Church Council 5/23/2019 
 

Organ 
 

White tables 
(type that we have in the fellowship hall) 

 
Replacement chairs for the fellowship 

hall 
 

Carpet cleaner 
(contact a Trustee for specifications) 

 
HandBell Maintenance 

(approx.. $2,000) 
 

Sign for Front Yard 
 
***If you wish to purchase one of the above 
items be aware that St. Andrew is a tax-
exempt organization.  That means we do 
not have to pay tax on such purchases.  
Please ask us for a tax-exempt form so tax 
does not have to be paid. 
 
 We would also be glad to give you a 
'donation statement' for your tax purposes. 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 
 1  Elmer Frey 
 3  Brittany Neumann 
 5  Bill Schellinger 
 6  Ken Falk 
 9  Blake Sommer 
 12  Dean Dieringer 
 14  Justin Kohler 
 15  Beryl Mauritz 
 18  Cheyenne Osgood 
 19  Lois Dummann 
 20  Greg Knox 
 20  Grace Thill 
 21  Sophia Justman 
 23  Christie Dieringer 
 23  Henry Grande 
 23  Esther Oehme 
 24  Bruce Koenig 
 24  Simone Manns 
 27  Pastor Jon Vierkant 
 28  Raelynn Dennis 
 31  Amy Betz 
 31  Kiara Osgood 
 31  Al Taft 

 
 
 
 

JANUARY BAPTISMAL 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 1  James Keaton 
 1  Tracy Neatherlin 
 3  Lisa Baertlein 
 7  Ali Koenig    
 8  Samantha Gnatzig 
 14  Justin Kohler 
 14  Sarah Peterson 
 15  Diane Nelson 
 15  Norman Rettammel 
 15  Blake Sommer 
 16  Tim Struebing 
 18  Jennae Beaupre’ 
 19  Jennifer Becker 
 19  Judi Riedel 
 20  Greg Knox 
 20  Tina Ratzel 
 25  Curt Gnatzig 

 

JANUARY WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
   7  Mark & Deb Oehme 
 10  Bob & Michele Buehler 
 14  Pastor Jon & Katie Vierkant 
 18  Jim & Linda Konzal 
 


