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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
  

God’s Plus Sign 
 

A man pointed to the cross on the steeple 
of a church and said to his companions, “Look!   
God’s Plus Sign!”  It is indeed that!  For the 
cross says to all those who embrace Christ as 
Lord that they shall never run out of years in 
heaven.  In this world, on the other hand, we 
have only so many plusses.  And why is that?  
Because life is “fleeting” (Psalm 39:4), we are 
like “a breath,” and our days are like “a passing 
shadow.” (Psalm 144:4).  I think of the NBA 
basketball great, Kobe Bryant, who – at the time 
of this writing – died in a helicopter crash along 
with his young daughter.  Media reports and 
tributes toward the basketball star have been 
pouring in almost nonstop.  Yet, we do not seem 
to hear as much buzz about the others who 
perished onboard that helicopter.  Why it that?  
Because Kobe Bryant had celebrity status and 
world wide recognition, he won NBA 
championships and set NBA records, and his 
charity work and causes were known to many.  
In fact, of the approximately 7,452 people who 
die every day in the United States, very few of 
them are known outside of family, friends, and 
the Lord God Himself.   

Nevertheless, regardless of the 
accomplishments (or plusses) we accumulate in 
our lifetime, our plusses eventually run out, and 
we end up in the obituary column of some 
newspaper.  But there – with Jesus – the 
plusses just go on and on!  There are no 
obituary notices in heaven!  We all live forever.  
It is so important to remember that.  Now, 
someone may say to you, “Don’t forget!  You 
have a dentist appointment tomorrow!”  Or 
“Don’t forget!  We have a dinner date next 

Tuesday!”  However, God says, “Don’t forget!  I 
love you!”  We need to remember those words 
especially when things become unmanageable 
in our lives.  “Don’t forget!”  God says.  “I am 
with you every step of the way, even when you 
think I am not.”  “Don’t forget!”  God says.  “You 
can talk to me 24/7.  I am always available to 
you.”  “Don’t forget!”  God says.  “I am on your 
side.”  “Don’t forget!”  God says.  “I won’t let you 
down.”  “Don’t ever forget!”  God says.  That is 
why as Christians we can be joyful and at 
peace, because in Christ the plusses never run 
out.  So, when you see a cross on the steeple or 
on the altar in church, let it also remind you that 
ahead of you are never-ending plusses. “Many 
are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the 
purpose of the LORD that will stand” (Proverbs 
19:21). 
As always, dear brothers and sisters, please 
contact me if you or a loved one is in the 
hospital, celebrating a milestone, or would just 
like a visit!  I would love to get to know you 
better and pray with you.  Also, please see me if 
you are interested in becoming a member of St. 
Andrew or would just like to receive a refresher 
as to what it is we believe.  I am currently 
offering a four-week class to anyone interested.   
 

Let’s Connect! 
Your Brother in Christ, 

Pr. Jonathan Vierkant 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 
 Please have all newsletter articles in by 
Tuesday, February 25th to Cathy Grande at 
standrewchurchwb@gmail.com.  
Confirmations will be sent for articles sent via 
e-mail.  Thanks. 
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BOARD OF ELDERS 
 
 February is here. That means several things 
going on at St. Andrew. Our Confirmation 
classes are going well as our 5 confirmands are 
pretty much on schedule and participate 
regularly in our services through acolyting, 
ushering and altar guild. Please see the list 
below for upcoming events. 
 
    Men, just a reminder that we have a men’s 
bible study every Monday night at 7:00pm here 
at St. Andrew. We are currently studying the 
book of Joshua. Small group, usually 3 to 6 
guys. Very informal. If you would like to join us, 
we would love to see you here. Just bring your 
bible and come to the door by the fellowship hall. 
If you don’t have a bible, we have one for you. 
Would love to see you! 
 
    We are looking to get in touch with some of 
our friends and families that we haven’t seen for 
a while. If you have a friend or family member we 
haven’t seen for a while, please reach out to 
them. We will be trying to get in contact with 
them to see how they are doing. Would love to 
see them here at St. Andrew.  
 
    In our search for a permanent organist we 
unfortunately don’t have any new leads at this 
time.  We are looking into some other 
possibilities.  The search continues. We are 
confident that The Lord will provide for us at the 
appropriate time. Thank you again to Shannon 
and Caleb Krueger, Josh Hua and Charlie Hess 
for taking care of us. 
 
    Just a reminder that we have several 
important dates for you in February. Please see 
below.   
 
Some dates to keep in mind. 
Sunday, Feb. 16th—ECC kids sing at 9:00 
service (no Communion) 
Sunday, Feb. 23rd---WLHS A Cappella Choir 
and Brass Ensemble at St. Andrew 
Wednesday. Feb. 26th---Ash Wednesday, Brief 
15 min service in am for imposition of ashes.  
6:00 soup supper followed by service at 7:00 
(w/Communion)  

 
Friday Feb. 28th---Student Lock-In with 
Concordia Students hosting. 
 
    Please contact Pastor, an Elder, or the church 
office if you are going in for surgery, having a 
hospital stay or have anything else you think we 
should know about.  We are concerned for our 
members but if you do not tell us what is going 
on, we will not know to contact you to see if you 
would like a visit or would like to be included in 
our prayers. 
 
     This is your church home and we are your 
church family so we are very interested in what 
you think.  Please contact one of the elders and 
let us know if you have any concerns, questions, 
need help or just want to talk.  We are here to 
help you in any way we can.   
 
 Below is the list of Elders and which area of 
responsibilities they are heading.  You can talk to 
any Elder about any concerns or questions and 
we will bring it up to the full board.   
In God’s service, 
 
Ken Betz (Chairman)  
Randy Sheffield (Secretary & Readers)  
Joseph Gutschmidt (Sick/Shut-Ins)  
Paul Heinz (Fundraisers & Personnel) 
Curt Gnatzig (Youth) 
Craig Falk (Ushers)  
Dave Brehmer  (Inactives) 
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STEWARDSHIP  

 
What does it mean to be God's steward? This is 
the fourth article in an eight month series. We'll 
continue to look into different principles of being 
God's stewards based on His revealed will. Our 
lives are lived to make a contribution to others in 
Christ's name. 
 
Each month we will review one of the principles 
with a brief article, scripture to pray on, and a 
few questions to help individuals grow.  

1. God's stewards are God's stewards 
2. God's stewards are managers, not 

owners 
3. God's stewards are saints and sinners 
4. God's stewards are uniquely 

singular, yet profoundly plural 
5. God's stewards are in the world, but not 

of the world 
6. God's stewards are loved and loving 
7. God's stewards are served and serving 

 
 

8. God's stewards live with an awareness 
of the present and the future, of time 
and eternity 

 

God's Stewards are Uniquely Singular, Yet 
Profoundly Plural 
This is a reminder that our lives in Christ is not a 
solo performance. Like an orchestra we all play 
a part in God's family. 
 
We are members of a family first, and unique 
individuals second. As a child we are primarily 
seen as just another part of the family, "There 
goes the Smith kid." It isn't until later that people 
start to recognize us as an individual, "Hey, it's 
Judy Smith." But even then we carry the family 
name with us because it's an important part of 
who we are (good and bad).  
 
This is also the case with God's family. We are 
brothers and sisters in Christ. One member in a 
body of worshipers (local and worldwide). We 

 

Church Service Cancellation Policy 
In case of inclement weather or emergency situations 

 
St. Andrew Lutheran Church, West Bend, recognizes the need to cancel services and events due to inclement weather 
and for the protection/well-being of our congregation members.  If Sunday morning service is not cancelled, but we 
have inclement weather, please use your best judgement for your personal situation. 
 
Meetings or other events, with the exception of Sunday morning Confirmation class, worship service, and Sunday 
School/Bible Classes, will be cancelled at the discretion of the leader in charge of that event or meeting.  The leader will 
notify those participating in the event(s) or group meetings. 
 
Sunday morning Confirmation class, worship service, and Sunday School/Bible class will be cancelled at the 
determination of the Pastor and the Chairman of the Elders.  The decision will take place as early as possible and will be 
made no later than 7:00 am the morning of the cancelled Sunday events.  It will be communicated to the congregation 
as soon as possible.  Please consult any of the following after 7:30 am on Sundays: 
 
 1—WTMJ 4 
 2—FOX 6 (also AM 920, FM 106.1, OLDIES 95.7, Radio Now 97.3, AM 1130 WISN & V100.7 JAMS) 
 3—St. Andrew website: www.standrew-westbend.org 
 4—Via email from church for those who have signed up (if you have not signed up for emails and would 
               like to, please contact the church office with your email address.  Confirmation students will receive an  
               email from the Elders letting them know about the cancellation of class by 7:15 am. 

 
 

http://www.standrew-westbend.org/
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learn, grow and discover together. Each of us 
have talents that God wants us to use. As family 
it's important to encourage each other in our 
talents and accomplishments. We also need 
remember that the talents are a gift from God, to 
benefit the common good, not us. We all work 
together to glorify God. 
 
Review the following verses and consider "How 
am I connected to the body of Christ (locally, 
regionally and worldwide)?”  Rom. 12, 1 Cor. 
12, 2 Cor. 8 - 9. 
 
A great way to encourage self-growth and 
reflection is to ask 3 simple questions. 

 What should I start doing? 
 What should I keep doing? 
 What should I stop doing? 

You can do this on your own or with someone 
you trust. 

 
 

EDUCATION 

 
 The Board of Christian Education will be 
featuring 2 books from the Library for you to 
checkout, read and enjoy with your family for the 
month of February.  The first book titled:  “52 
Fun Family Devotions Exploring and Discovering 
God’s Word” by Mike and Amy Nappa.  These 
devotionals’ feature a focus and scripture 
reference as well as a fun activity related to the 
topic.  We think you will have fun exploring what 
these devotions teach you and your family about 
God’s Word.  If that book is checked out then 
the 2nd featured book to reach for is “In The 
Palm of His Hand - A Devotional Journey.”  This 
book has short devotions based on Bible verses 
and is illustrated through a real life story.  This 
too is a great book featured this month from our 
Library.  These 2 books are on the left as you 
walk into the Library next to the sign out sheet.  
If you jot your name down on the sign out sheet 
the next person will know the book is checked 

out!  You will  the books the Library has to 
offer.  There are many wonderful books for all 
ages and reading levels!  You will be glad you 
did!  
 

 The Board of Christian Education invites you 
to attend the Adult Education Hour that is held 
after worship every Sunday.  The Sunday 
School students’ participate in the opening Bible 
lesson topics and questions.  After the prayer 
the Sunday School students breakout into their 
classes.  After their class lessons and related 
activities the Sunday School students rejoin the 
Education Hour that meets in the Fellowship Hall 
for the closing, revisiting “what we learned 
today” and the final prayer.  
 
 We would like to thank you for your kindness, 
prayers, support and generous contributions you 
have made toward St. Andrews Tuition 
Assistance fundraisers to benefit the students 
who are registered and attend an LCMS 
Parochial School.  Those fundraisers also 
brought fellowship and friendships for St. 
Andrew members.  We are always looking for 
new board members for the Christian Education 
Committee so feel free to talk to a member on 
the board if you are interested.  
 

In Christ, 
Joanne Miller, Rory Hetzel, Judi Riedel and 

Debbie Yenter 
 
 

EDUCATION HOUR 
2-2  No Lesson  Voters meeting will be this 
Sunday. 
 
2-9  God Creates the World (Genesis 1:1 - 
2:3)  God made the world in six days by the 
power of His Word. All creation is God’s blessing 
to us. The First Article of the Apostle' Creed 
draws on today's lesson. Review with your 
family. 
 
2-16  Fellowship and Fun Day  ECC will be 
joining us for Education Hour this day. We'll do a 
quick opening to invite the kids to the Fun Day. 
Adults will have a fellowship hour. 
 
2-23  Fellowship and Fun Day The Living Word  
high school students will be invited to stay after 
service. We'll skip opening and just have the 
kids gather for a Fun Day. 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD CAMPUS 
 
 Taped to my computer desk is a note with this 
Bible verse, By this all men will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one another.  
John 13:35 
 It hangs there for me to read every day.  
Some days it is easy to love those around me 
and for that matter myself too, and others days 
when things are a struggle with my family, a 
campus family, outsiders, and even myself, I 
have to turn to the source of real love.  That love 
is our heavenly Father.  God gets me back on 
track so that I can continue to be His disciple 
and to love as Christ loves us.  So during this 
month of love, and for the other 11 months 
more, love one another.   
 
 

 Registration for the 2020-2021 School Year 
has Begun! Located in the narthex you will find 
registrations packs for both our 3K and 4K 
programs.  We offer the following sessions: 

 3K - 2 days a week Monday/Wednesday or 
Tuesday/Thursday 

 3K - 3 days a week; Add Friday for either 
session 

 4K - 3 days a week 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 

 4K - 4 days a week; Add Thursday 
Class time is 9:00-11:30am. We have an 
optional extended care program called, Lunch 
Bunch.  This program is from 11:30am-1:00pm 
 
 Please contact Sandy Ruback if you have any 
questions or would like a tour of our campus. 
335-4200 (church office) or 
st.andrewecc@gmail.com  
 
Pastries and Prayers 
Once a month Pastor Jon and I set up a table of 
coffee and pastries and Pastor greets our 
families as they come into school in the 
morning.  The thought and prayer behind this is 
to not only fill our parents/grandparents with 
delicious goodies and coffee, but to show that 
our pastor is there for them if they have 
questions, concerns, difficulties and need a 
listening ear or prayers.  With so many families 
not having a church home of their own, this is a 
great way to show them that a pastor is just a 

person and very approachable.  Thank you 
Pastor Jon for your kindness and time!  
 
Our ECC children will be singing in church 
on February 16th.  Please welcome them with 
open arms and hearts! 
 
A Gift from the Heart for our ECC 
Thank you, thank you, for all the blessings our 
campus has received through your generous 
gifts.  This has indeed been appreciated and has 
helped the financial situation of our school.  A 
Gift from the Heart will continue on in 2020.  
Envelopes are located on the table in the 
narthex.  May God continue to bless our campus 
through your gifts. 
 

Serving Christ and His little ones, 
Sandy 

 
 

SISTERS IN CHRIST 
 

It is our sincere apologies for our lack of 
leadership and organization of activities and 
mission work in the new year.  Both Judi and I 
blinked, and the month was gone!  But we are 
looking ahead and planning a craft day and 
luncheon and our Saturday morning Breakfast 
Meetings. 
 
Our Wednesday night Bible Study will meet on 
2/5 at Sandy's home and 2/12 at Joanne's 
home.  This will complete our 8 week study.  If 
any sister has a suggestion for the topic of our 
next Bible study, please let us know.  Look for 
an announcement of where and when our next 
study will begin. 
 
Sisters will be hosting a Soup Supper.  Details 
and date coming soon. 
 
The mission store has new Valentine's items in 
it!  Take a look and have fun shopping! 
 

Thanking God for our Sisters, 
Sandy and Judi 

 
 
 

mailto:st.andrewecc@gmail.com
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FOOD PANTRY 
 

As a way to reach out to our community, every 
month we will be collecting a special item for the 
food pantry. Each month will be a different item 
that the food pantry has expressed a need for at 
that time of the year.  (You are always welcome 
to bring other items as well.)  At the end of the 

month, we will drop off our collection to Full 
Shelf.  February’s item is tomato/spaghetti 

sauce and noodles. 
 
 

Please take the time to pray about serving on 
a board. Nominations are currently being 
taken and you can nominate yourself or a 

fellow congregation member.  Nominees will 
accept or decline and be voted in at the 

Voters’ Assembly on February 2. 

 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
 

The Ozaukee County Lutherans for Life will 
meet Tuesday, February 18 at 7:00 p.m. at River 
of Life Lutheran Church in Saukville. 
 
Concordia Students for Life will share 
experiences from their trip to Washington D. C. 
for the March for Life on January 24th.  
 
Guest presenter, Rev. Robert Fleischmann, who 
is the National Director of Christian Life 
Resources, will share information about his 
organization’s primary mission to educate on life 
and family issues. Its ministry consists of 14 
pregnancy care centers and one home for 
mothers. The organization also helps people to 
understand and make Scripturally-guided 
decisions in medical matters, particularly as they 
apply to beginning and end-of-life concerns. 
 
Please join us if you are interested in learning 
about ministry opportunities to speak the truth in 
love regarding life issues from birth to natural 
death. 
 
Free life materials will be available at the 
meeting. If you have any questions, call Susie 
Pipkorn at 262-618-4000. 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
 
Contribution statements have been put in your 
church mailbox. Please pick them up as soon as 
possible in case you have questions or need an 
itemized statement printed. Contribution 
statements will not be mailed unless you 
specifically ask me to do so.  
 
 

Reader Schedule 
February 2 

Old Testament: 1 Samuel 18:1-11 
Epistle Reading: Philippians 1:3-8 

9:00   Michele Buehler 
 

February 9 
Old Testament: Psalm 139:1-16 

Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:9-20 
  9:00   Jennifer Becker 

 
February 16 

Old Testament: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

  9:00    Craig Falk 
     

February 23 
First Reading: Exodus 24:8-18 

     Epistle Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21 
  9:00    Brad Becker 

 
 

 

February 2020 Usher Schedule 
 

February 2 
9 AM Team #2 
Ken Betz 
Rick Bruss 
Blake Sommer 
Josh Miller 

 
 

February 16 
9 AM Team #4 
Thai Hua 
Margie Hua 
Josh Hua 
Craig Falk 
Brady Falk 

 
If you cannot make the Sunday you are 

scheduled to usher, please find a replacement.  

Thank you. 

February 9 
9 AM Team #3 

Mark Ruback 
Myron Kraft 

Jeff Schmidt 
Dave Brehmer 

February 23 
9 AM Team #5 

Paul Heinz 
Pete Hesprich 

Mark Janz 
Ted Wuebben 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 
 1  Kristi Leipold 
 1  Claire Schilling 
 4  Lauraine Bruss 
 4  Peggy Kriefall 
 5  Jeff Grande 
 6  Liam Ratzel 
 13  Beverly Struebing 
 14  Jerry McWilliams 
 14  Kathy Muth 
 14  Grant Schellinger 
 15  Dan Woods 
 17  Debbie Yenter 
 18  Mark Kraft 
 20  Nathan Eichhorn 
 20  Harvey Jaeger 
 21  Jean Keaton 
 21  Paige Ruback 
 23  Sharon Oelke 
 24  Melissa Knox 
 25  Myron Kraft 
 25  Olive Woods 
 28  Larry Hammen 
 28  Harper Kirchner 
 28  Shary Kraft 
 29  Thai Hua 

 

FEBRUARY BAPTISMAL 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 1  Brad Becker 
 1  Bill Schellinger 
 7  Lauraine Bruss 
 7  Josie Pfeiffer 
 10  Esther Oehme 
 12  Julian Becker 
 13  Todd Jantz 
 15  Paul Buth 
 16  Sara Schilling 
 22  Raelynn Jantz 
 25  Beryl Mauritz 
 27  Tonia Keaton 
 28  Kathy Muth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 2  Larry & Karen Hammen 
 23  Nick & Allison Thill 
 26  Todd & Nancy Waechter 
 


