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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

Living Doxologies 
 

It has been said that the devil is a 
chronic grumbler and that Christians, by way of 
contrast, ought to be living doxologies.  But we 
grumble a lot, too, don’t we?  We grumble 
about our jobs; about our income; and about 
every piece of bad news – so many things 
about which to grumble.  The question is: How 
can we be living doxologies of praise to God if 
we spend so much time grumbling?   

Well, how about turning to some good 
news?  That’s why I always enjoy Sundays.  It 
is not only the first day of the week.  It is also 
the best day of the week.  It is a day in which I 
can hear some good news for a change, 
namely, that “Jesus loves me.”  It is a day 
when we can take our spiritually parched 
bodies to church and be refreshed with the 
Water of Life.  Amen! 

Of course, it doesn’t start out as very 
good news, does it?  Because when we go to 
Scripture, we hear about how bad we are, that 
we are sinners.  But then we hear it – the good 
news – that Jesus loves you and me, He died 
for our sins and rose again, and that there is 
forgiveness, healing, and strength in His 
name.    

The psalmist writes in Psalm 13:6, “I will 
sing to the Lord because He is good to me.”  
The Lord has been good to us.  We are alive.  
We have shelter, food, and clothing.  We have 
our family and friends.  Why…if we were to 
take an inventory of how good the Lord has 
been to us, we would have to go and get 
another piece of paper to list out all of our 
blessings.  But most of all, we have reason to 
sing because this month we will be celebrating 
the birth of God’s own Son who was born FOR 

US to take away our sins and to give us a 
glorious future that is forever. 

As always, dear brothers and sisters, 
please contact me if you or a loved one is in 
the hospital, celebrating a milestone, or would 
just like a visit!  I would love to get to know you 
better and pray with you.  Also, please see me 
if you are interested in becoming a member of 
St. Andrew or would just like to receive a 
refresher as to what it is we believe.  I am 
currently offering a four week class to anyone 
interested.   

     Let’s Connect! 
                          Your Brother in Christ, 
                             Pr. Jonathan Vierkant 

 
 

ADDITIONAL WORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 
 So that you might thank and praise God in 
this season, we have added a number of 
additional worship opportunities.   

 
Wednesday Evening Advent Services 

December 4, 11, and 18 at 7 p.m. 
without Holy Communion 
Soup Suppers at 6 p.m. 

 
Early Childhood Campus Christmas Program 

Friday, December 13 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Christmas Eve 
Tuesday, December 24 at 4 p.m. with the 

Sunday School Program (No Holy 
Communion) 

 
Tuesday, December 24 at 11 p.m. 

without Holy Communion 
 

Christmas Day 
Tuesday, December 25 at 9:00 a.m. 

with Holy Communion 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 
Please have all newsletter articles for January 
in by Thursday, December 27th to Cathy 
Grande at standrewchurchwb@gmail.com.   
Confirmations will be sent for articles sent via 
e-mail.  Thanks. 
 

 

SOUP SUPPERS 
 On December 4, 11, and 18, we will have 
‘Soup Suppers at 6 p.m.  To make sure we 
have something to share, please look at our 
bulletin board and sign up to bring something.  
This is a good chance to get acquainted with 
other St. Andrew members.   
 
 

BOARD OF ELDERS 
 

  December is here. That means Advent is 
here as well. Starting Wednesday night, 
December 4th, we will have soup supper at 
6:00pm followed by service at 7:00pm. Elders 
will provide soup on the 4th. We need 
volunteers to bring any sides, milk etc. 
December 11th and 18th will also have service at 
7:00 preceded by supper at 6:00. Please join 
us for great Christian fellowship and worship.  

 

    Men, did you know we have a men’s 
bible study every Monday night at 7:00pm here 
at St. Andrew. We are currently studying the 
book of Mathew. It’s a small group, usually 3 to 
6 guys. Very informal. If you would like to join 
us, we would love to see you here. Just bring 
your bible and come to the door by the 
fellowship hall. If you don’t have a bible, we 
have one for you. 

 

    In our search for a permanent organist, 
we have reached out to Concordia. They have 
responded and unfortunately have no 
candidates for us at this time. We are looking 
into some other possibilities but have nothing 
new to report at this time. The search 
continues. Thank you again to Shannon 
Krueger and Caleb Wiegert, Josh Hua and 
Charlie Hess for taking care of us. 

 

    Just a reminder that we have several 
important dates for you in December. And also 
some events planned for 2020. Please see 
below.   

 

 Wed, Dec. 4th--Soup supper 6:00pm,  
 service (no Communion) 7:00pm 

 Wed, Dec. 11th--Soup supper 6:00pm, 
 service (no Communion) 7:00pm 

 Wed, Dec. 18th--Soup supper 6:00pm, 
 service (no Communion) 7:00pm 

 Christmas Eve Dec. 24th—2 services—
 4:00pm, & 11:00pm (no Communion)  

 Christmas morning Dec. 25th -- 1 service -- 
 9:00am (w/Communion) 
 

 February 23/2020---WLHS A Cappella Choir 
and Brass Ensemble at St. Andrew 

 February 28/2020---Student Lock-In with 
Concordia Students hosting. 

 

    Please contact Pastor, an Elder, or the 
church office if you are going in for surgery, 
having a hospital stay or have anything else 
you think we should know about.  We are 
concerned for our members but if you do not 
tell us what is going on, we will not know to 
contact you to see if you would like a visit or 
would like to be included in our prayers. 

 

     This is your church home and we are 
your church family so we are very interested in 
what you think.  Please contact one of the 
elders and let us know if you have any 
concerns, questions, need help or just want to 
talk.  We are here to help you in any way we 
can.  Below is the list of Elders and which area 
of responsibilities they are heading.  You can 
talk to any Elder about any concerns or 
questions and we will bring it up to the full 
board.   
 
In God’s service, 
 

Ken Betz (Chairman) 
Randy Sheffield (Secretary & Readers) 
Joseph Gutschmidt (Sick/Shut-Ins) 
Paul Heinz (Fundraisers & Personnel) 
Curt Gnatzig (Youth) 
Craig Falk (Ushers) 
Dave Brehmer (Inactives) 
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EDUCATION 
 

Thank you everyone for your generous support 
of the pizza sale.  To date St. Andrew has 

made $760 with just a few pizzas left!  You are 
making a difference in the Christian Education 

at St. Andrews.  All $ are going toward the 
Tuition Assistance Fund!  We are truly thankful 

for the support you have given.  As we look 
forward to Christmas keep in mind that Adult 
Bible class will be here for you.  The Sunday 

School children will be an important part of our 
worship Christmas Eve pointing us to Jesus’ 
birth and keeping us all connected to God’s 

Word.  Plan on attending the educational 
opportunities this Christmas here at St. 

Andrews.  Merry Christmas! 
 

Rory Hetzel, Joanne Miller, Judi Riedel and 
Debbie Yenter 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
 
What does it mean to be God's steward? This 
is the second month in an eight month series. 
We'll continue to look into different principles of 
being God's stewards based on His revealed  

 
will. Our lives are lived to make a contribution 
to others in Christ's name. 
 
Each month we will review one of the principles 
with a brief article, scripture to pray on, and a 
few questions to help individuals grow.  

1. God's stewards are God's stewards 
2. God's stewards are managers, not 

owners 
3. God's stewards are saints and sinners 
4. God's stewards are uniquely singular, 

yet profoundly plural 
5. God's stewards are in the world, but 

not of the world 
6. God's stewards are loved and loving 
7. God's stewards are served and 

serving 
8. God's stewards live with an 

awareness of the present and the 
future, of time and eternity 

 

God's stewards are managers, not 
owners 
What does a steward do? A steward is a 
manager of another person's belongings; they 
are caregivers, custodians, or trustees. 
Stewards do not hold the title of possession to 
the things they are managing. In our case, we 

Church Service Cancellation Policy 
In case of inclement weather or emergency situations 

 
St. Andrew Lutheran Church, West Bend, recognizes the need to cancel services and events due to inclement weather and for the 
protection/well-being of our congregation members.  If Sunday morning service is not cancelled, but we have inclement weather, 
please use your best judgement for your personal situation. 
 
Meetings or other events, with the exception of Sunday morning Confirmation class, worship service, and Sunday School/Bible 
Classes, will be cancelled at the discretion of the leader in charge of that event or meeting.  The leader will notify those 
participating in the event(s) or group meetings. 
 
Sunday morning Confirmation class, worship service, and Sunday School/Bible class will be cancelled at the determination of the 
Pastor and the Chairman of the Elders.  The decision will take place as early as possible and will be made no later than 7:00 am 
the morning of the cancelled Sunday events.  It will be communicated to the congregation as soon as possible.  Please consult any 
of the following after 7:30 am on Sundays: 
 
 1—WTMJ 4 
 2—FOX 6 (also AM 920, FM 106.1, OLDIES 95.7, Radio Now 97.3, AM 1130 WISN & V100.7 JAMS) 
 3—St. Andrew website: www.standrew-westbend.org 
 4—Via email from church for those who have signed up (if you have not signed up for emails and would 
               like to, please contact the church office with your email address.   

 Confirmation students will receive an email from the Elders about the cancellation of class by 7:15 am. 
 

http://www.standrew-westbend.org/
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recognize that all things are owned by the 
Creator. Everything from the physical items we 
have around us, to the skills and talents we are 
capable of, all belong to God. These are gifts 
to us, His stewards. 
 
In modern America, where individual rights are 
a way of life and land ownership is the dream 
of most, the idea of stewardship can be a little 
foreign. The idea of every family being a home 
owner is relatively new idea. Stewardship was 
a way life for the vast majority of the world until 
recently. Generations of families would work 
and care for land that they did not own. Some 
societies even included the people living on the 
land as part of land. That is no longer the case 
in most modern countries. Consider as our 
society has shifted to encourage everyone to 
be an owner, what can God's stewards do to 
set an example. 
 
We were created to manage, not to own. This 
is a comforting thought that the Owner of all 
things has given us a small piece of it to 
manage, on His behalf.   
 
Review the following verses as examples of 
management:  Gen. 37-50; Is. 22:15; 1 Cor. 
4:1-2; Eph. 3:1-10; Rom. 16:23. 
 
A great way to encourage self growth and 
reflection is to ask 3 simple questions. 

 What should I start doing? 
 What should I keep doing? 
 What should I stop doing? 

You can do this on your own or with someone 
you trust. How can you make "I am God's 
manager" a part of your whole life? 
 
 

SISTERS IN CHRIST 
 

A Blessed and Merry Christmas Dear Sisters! 
 
Just a reminder of our coming events as we 
look ahead into December. 
 
Tuesday, December 3th- Sisters Christmas 
Party at Maricios beginning at 5:30. Please 
sign up on our bulletin board. 

Friday, December 6th-  Keepsake Christmas 
event 5:30pm. Please sign up your family on 
the church’s bulletin board. 
Sunday, December 8th- Giving Tree gifts are 
due.  Delivery will be Monday, Dec. 9th. 
 
May this Christmas season bring you joy and 
happiness as we celebrate God's most 
precious gift to us.  
 

Christmas Blessings, 
Sandy and Judi 

 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CAMPUS 
 
A Blessed and Very Merry Christmas from 
myself and our teaching staff, Lori and 
Deanna. May your Christmas be filled with joy 
and wonder as we worship together our new 
born King! 
 
Join us for our Early Childhood Campus 
Christmas Program on Friday, December 13 at 
6:30 p.m. 
 
O Come Let Us Adore Him! 
Sandy 
 
 

EDUCATION HOUR 
 
12-1  The Conversion Of Paul  (Acts 9:1–31)  
As God did with Paul, so God does with us. 
Through the Law, we are crushed by the 
weight of our sin and are helpless. As  
God revived Paul through Ananias He revives 
us through our pastors with the proclamation 
of His Word and the administration of His 
Sacraments granting  forgiveness, life, 
and salvation to all who believe. Talk to your 
children about how the Sacraments and God’s 
Word revive you so that you may live as God’s 
child. 
 
12-8  Dorcas (Acts 9:36-43)  Dorcas used her 
gifts and talents to support the mission of the 
Early Church. Who would you consider a 
Dorcas in your congregation? 
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12-15  Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10)  The 
Good News comes to us as it did to them. Talk 
about how in church we receive the Good 
News that, although we are judged unrighteous 
and deserving of death, God mercifully 
declares us holy, righteous, and innocent 
because of Christ. “What does this mean for 
our daily lives?” is a good question to discuss 
as a family. 
 
12-22  Peter's Escape from Prison (Acts 
12)  The Word of God is never proclaimed in 
vain. Though we suffer because of the sin of 
others, God’s will is done. Talk with your 
children about modern-day persecution of the 
Church of God and how, even in the midst of 
persecution, God sustains and increases His 
Church. How does God’s Word break through 
the chains of our sin and the suffering it 
causes? 
12-29  Paul's First Missionary Journey (Acts 
13-14)  Just as God sent Paul and Barnabas to 
spread the Gospel, so today He sends pastors 
to preach the Gospel, baptize, and feed Jesus’ 
body and blood to His children, against whom 
the gates of hell cannot prevail. Consider 
discussing, “Who gave Paul directions on 
where to travel? What was Paul’s message?” 
 
 The children will be performing during 
the 4 p.m. service on Tuesday, December 
24th. They will be celebrating the birth of our 
Lord in multiple ways during the service, 
including music, song and narrations.  
 Saturday practices start on 
December 7. They will be every Saturday in 
December from 10:00 am to 11:00 am. We will 
be practicing the program songs as a group 
every Sunday during Education Hour 
 

Yours in Christ 
Jeff Grande 

Superintendent 
 
 
 

OPEN HOUSE AND CAROLING 
Pastor and Katie will be hosting an open house 

on December 15th at 3 p.m. Details coming 
soon about caroling beforehand.  

 

GREETING CARDS 
 

  As we approach the Christmas 
season, check out the selection of religious 
Christmas cards and other religious cards on 
the card rack next to the mailboxes in the 
fellowship hall. 
  If you have any questions, please 
contact Lori Turenske at 262-689-2303 or the 
church office. 
 

 
 
 
 

Reader Schedule 
 

December 1 
Old Testament: Isaiah 2:1-5 

Epistle: Romans 13:11-14 
9:00   Debbie Yenter 

 
December 8 

Old Testament: Isaiah 11:1-10 
Epistle: Romans 15:4-13 

  9:00    Brad Becker 
  

December 15 
Old Testament: Isaiah 35:1-10 

Epistle: James 5:7-11 
  9:00    Michele Buehler 

     
December 22 

Old Testament: Isaiah 7:10-17 
Epistle: Romans 1:1-7 
9:00     Jennifer Becker 

 
December 29 

Old Testament: Isaiah 63:7-14 
Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7 

9:00     Craig Falk 
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WISH LIST 
 

Approved by Church Council 10/26/2017 
 

Organ 
 

White tables 
(type that we have in the fellowship hall) 

 
Replacement chairs for the fellowship 

hall 
 

Carpet cleaner 
(contact a Trustee for specifications) 

 
HandBell Maintenance 

(approx.. $2,000) 
 

Sign for Front Yard 
(Update and Move) 

 
***If you wish to purchase one of the above 
items be aware that St. Andrew is a tax-
exempt organization.  That means we do 
not have to pay tax on such purchases.  
Please ask us for a tax-exempt form so tax 
does not have to be paid. 
 
 We would also be glad to give you a 
'donation statement' for your tax purposes. 

 

 

December 2019 Usher Schedule 
   

December 1 
9 AM Team #5 

Paul Heinz 
Pete Hesprich 

Mark Janz 
Ted Wuebben 
   
December 8 

9 AM Team #6 
Randy Sheffield 

Bob Buehler 
Norman Rettammel 

   
December 15 
9 AM Team #1 
Miles Yenter 
Dan Yenter 

Carla Peterson 
Greg Knox 

   
December 22 
9 AM Team #2 

Ken Betz 
Rick Bruss 

Blake Sommer 
Josh Miller 

   
December 29 
9 AM Team #3 
Mark Ruback 
Myron Kraft 
Jeff Schmidt 

Dave Brehmer 
   

If you cannot make the Sunday you are 
scheduled to usher, please find a replacement.  

Thank you. 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 1 Sandy Ruback 
 2 Kevin Falk 
 5 Ryan Riedel 
 6 Diane Nelson 
 6 Harper Ratzel 
 9 Sandy Holladay 
 10 Michele Buehler 
 14 Jennae Beaupre’ 
 14 Julian Becker 
 15 Tonia Keaton 
 17 Sarah Peterson 
 17 Tracy Rochwite 
 21 Judi Riedel 
 21 Bradley Sommer 
 21 Chris Struebing 
 22 Alason Koenig 
 23 Brad Becker 
 25 Brittany Osgood 
 28 Emma Betz 
 28 Norman Rettammel 
 31 Nancy Legate 
 31 Karen Unruh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER BAPTISMAL 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 2 Sydney Brehmer 
 2 Zachary Brehmer 
 4 Xander McKee 
 5 Emily Shebanek 
 6 Olivia Dieringer 
 6 Lucille Woods 
 7 Matthew Neumann 
 9 Sandy Holladay 
 10 Sandy Ruback 
 11 Landon Thill 
 12 Jennifer Backhaus 
 12 Steve Williams 
 13 Paige Kirchner 
 13 Katie Vierkant 
 14 Deborah Osgood 
 17 Carla Peterson 
 18 Joan Schlicht 
 21 Michele Buehler 

 21 Sue Harrison 
 23 Alex Nuoffer 
 28 Pat McWilliams 
 28 Leo Ruback 
 30 Kara Ruback 
 31 Will Hale 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 7 Gary & Debbie Puestow 
 17 Chris & Alisa Eichhorn 
 20 Pete & Donna Hesprich 
 27 Lee & Sharon Oelke 


