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Theme of the Day: It's time to get off the guilt trip and get on the grace
trip. This happens when we claim the truth in Hebrews 1:3, “After he
had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty in heaven.”

PRESERVICE MUSIC WHILE WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP
WELCOME

OPENING HYMN  “Prepare the Royal Highway”
INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP

(From selected verses in Hebrews 10:19-23)

: In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

: Amen.

: Since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood
of Jesus—

: By a new and living way opened up for us.

: Let us draw near to God with sincere hearts and in full assurance of
faith—

: Having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty
conscience.

P: Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess—

ALL: He who promised is faithful and he will do it!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: In our first lesson, through Jeremiah, God says, “I will forgive their
wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” (Jeremiah 31:34)
Forgive us, Father, for we are prone to bury our guilt in our hearts.

C: But then it comes back to hurt us and haunt us.

P: Forgive us, Father, for we are prone to blame our guilt on someone
else.

LSB 343:1-3

O TO TOT

C: But this burdens other people and often destroys relationships.
P: Forgive us, Father, for we are prone to beat ourselves up with guilt.
C: But this leaves us down, depressed and despondent.

P: And stuck in a pit of despair.

ALL: Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!

P: Hear the best news you will ever hear! Christ Jesus provided
purification for all your sin. In his name, you are forgiven. You are
absolved. And you are free!

ALL: He who promised is faithful and he will do it!

HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway” LSB 343:4

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, you have provided a
magnificent solution to all of our guilt through Christ’s shed blood
on the cross, once and for all, for us; we believe it, receive it and
celebrate it; in Jesus’ name.

ALL: Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING
P: A reading from Jeremiah, the thirty-first chapter.

Jeremiah 31:31-34

31“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32not
like the covenant that | made with their fathers on the day when | took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant
that they broke, though | was their husband, declares the LORD. 33For
this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those
days, declares the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it
on their hearts. And | will be their God, and they shall be my people.
34And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother,
saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For | will forgive their iniquity,
and | will remember their sin no more.”

P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Hebrews 1:1-4
P: A reading from Hebrews, the First chapter.

'Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers
by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,
whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he



created the world. ®He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high, *having become as much superior to angels as
the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

Luke 1:67-79

67And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and
prophesied, saying, %8“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has
visited and redeemed his people %°and has raised up a horn of salvation
for us in the house of his servant David, "°as he spoke by the mouth of
his holy prophets from of old, 'that we should be saved from our
enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; "?to show the mercy
promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 3the oath
that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us "“that we, being
delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear,
"Sin holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 7°And you,
child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before
the Lord to prepare his ways, ""to give knowledge of salvation to his
people in the forgiveness of their sins, "8because of the tender mercy of
our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 7°to give light to
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet
into the way of peace.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

CATECHISM The Third Article
P: What does it mean that we believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting?

C: | believe that | cannot by my own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified
and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers,
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth,
and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this
Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the
sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the

dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is
most certainly true.

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Just As | Am, without One Plea” LSB 570

SERMON “A Better Absolution” Hebrews 1:3b
OFFERING
PRAYER pages 249-250

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For Synod President Matthew Harrison, for South Wisconsin District
President Nathan Meador, for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the
Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For Donald our President, for all public servants, for the government
and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in
every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in
this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray
to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth,
and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us
pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For . .. [additional prayers] . . . let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.



P: For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us
give thanks to the Lord:

C: Alleluia.

P: Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend
ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:

C:To You, O Lord.

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER

C: |1 thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your
dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and | pray
that You would forgive me all my sins where | have done wrong,
and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands | commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

BENEDICTION (from Hebrews 13:20-21)
P: May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal
covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great
Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his
will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.

ALL: He who promised is faithful and he will do it!

CLOSING HYMN “O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide”
LSB 355:1,2,3,6,7

POSTLUDE
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