
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC WHILE WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 
 

WELCOME & GREET ONE ANOTHER WITH GOD’S PEACE 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN    “O Come, All Ye Faithful”    LSB 379 
 

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES    Psalm 122:1; Luke 2:12 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 
P: I was glad when they said to me, 
C: “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
P: “This will be a sign for you: 
C: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
 manger.” 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance that Christ 
 Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” (1 Timothy 1:15) 
C: Let us welcome our Savior with repentant and contrite hearts. 
P: Merciful Father, King David writes, “O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is 
 your name.” (Psalm 8:1) Forgive us for failing to honor your name and 
 neglecting to regard it as the greatest treasure and most sacred gift we 
 have. 
C: We look for life in other names. 
P: Your word says, “The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the 
 righteous run to it and are safe.” (Proverbs 18:10) 
C: We run to other names we think will save us. 
P: Your word says, “In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy 
 name.” (Psalm 33:21) 
C: We trust in other names. 
P: Your word says, “I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name 
 of the LORD.” (Psalm 116:13) 
C: We call on other names that promise everything, only to deliver 
 nothing. 
ALL: God, be merciful to me, a poor sinful being, and forgive me all 
 my sins of thought, word, and deed for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
 
P: Hear the good news! The name of Jesus is the name that is above 
 every name—that includes the names sin, guilt, shame, regret and 
 remorse. Jesus died to take away your sins. In the powerful name of 
 Jesus you are absolved, forgiven, cleansed, washed and set free. 
ALL: He who promised is faithful and he will do it! 

 

INTROIT               Is. 9:6; Ps. 98: 1-4 
P: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall 
 be upon his shoulder, 
C: and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
P: Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His 
 right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
C: The Lord has made known his salvation; he has revealed his 
 righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
P: He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of 
 Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
C: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into 
 joyous song and sing praises! 
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE   “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”    LSB 380 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  
C: Father in heaven, our Savior was given the name Jesus, for he 
 saves us from our sins. Increase in us a deep love and great 
 appreciation for this name which is above every name; through 
 Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING        Isaiah 52:7-10 

P: A reading from Isaiah, the fifty-second chapter. 
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good 
news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who 
publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8The voice of 
your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye 
to eye, they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 9Break forth together into 
singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted his 
people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10The Lord has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM     "The First Noel"         Handbell choir 
 



EPISTLE                Hebrews 1:3-14 
P: A reading from Hebrews, the first chapter. 
3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  
4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited 
is more excellent than theirs. 5For to which of the angels did God ever 
say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to 
him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 6And again, when he brings 
the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God's angels worship him.” 
7Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a 
flame of fire.” 8But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and 
ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 9You have 
loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has 
anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 10And, 
“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the 
heavens are the work of your hands; 11they will perish, but you remain; 
they will all wear out like a garment, 12like a robe you will roll them up, like 
a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will 
have no end.” 13And to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my 
right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? 14Are they 
not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to 
inherit salvation? 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE 
C: ♫ Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL              John 1:1-14 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made 
through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. 4In 
him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light. 9The true light, which gives light 
to everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ! 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY    “What Child Is This”     LSB 370 

 
SERMON    “In Case There is Good News” 
 
OFFERING     

 
OFFERTORY HYMN   “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”    LSB 386 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH            
Father in heaven, with great joy and humble awe we acknowledge Your 
dear Son to be the Word made flesh. We rejoice that because He is now 
our brother, we have become Your sons and daughters through Baptism. 
Keep us, Your children, in true faith in You and in fervent love for one 
another. Lord, in Your mercy, 

(following each petition the congregation responds) 
C: Hear our prayer. 

(our petitions this day) 
P: Hear us, O Lord, for the sake of Your Son, the Word become flesh, the 
Savior of the nations, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, ever one God. 
C: Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE AND PRAISE      (tune: Angels We Have Heard on High) 

 
 P: (Sung) 1.  May the good Lord be with you.   
  Lift your hearts to God in praise. 
 C: (Sung) May the Lord be with you too.   
  To the Lord our hearts we raise.   
  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

 2.  In the Word of God made flesh 
      Great and wondrous mystery 
      Now we see with vision fresh 
      God’s abundant majesty. 
      Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
      Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 



 

 

 3.  Therefore with the church on earth 
      And the hosts of heav’n above 
      Let us praise His name, whose birth 
      Brings to us eternal love. 
      Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
      Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

P: Thanks and praise be to You, our Father, Almighty Creator, merciful 
 Lord, God of promise and fulfillment. Of old Your faithful people waited 
 for the day of Your visitation, manifest at last when the time had fully 
 come and You sent forth Jesus Christ, Your Son. Having seen His 
 glory, now we wait for the day of consummation, when He will come 
 again as Judge and King. And so, with the church on earth and the 
 hosts of heaven, we praise Your Name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS           (tune: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing) 

C: (Sung)  Holy, holy, holy Lord!   
   God of hosts, by all adored! 
   Heav’n and earth cannot contain  
   all the glory of Your Name! 
   Hail, hosanna, God most high!   
   Blest is He who now draws nigh! 
   In the name of God the King!   
   Hallelujahs glad we sing: 
   Hail, hosanna!  Praises due  
   be forever, Lord, to You! 
 

THE WORD OF OUR LORD 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”             LSB 361 
“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”           LSB 366 
“Go Tell It on the Mountain”             LSB 388 
“Away in a Manger”               LSB 364 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
C: His love endures forever. 
P: We give thanks to You, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your 
 dear Son, for in Him You kept all Your promises through all the ages. 
 Send us now, we pray, to tell all the news of glory in the highest and 
 peace on earth that we have seen and heard. 
C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Let us once more praise our heavenly Father and pray to Him in the 
 words of Christ Himself:  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
 kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
 us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
 forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and 
 the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: May Christmas peace be yours; and the blessing of God almighty, The 
 Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be and abide with your forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN   “Joy to the World”     LSB 387 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

OFFICIANT: Rev. Jonathan Vierkant 

ACCOMPANIST: Joel Benz 

ELDERS: Thai Hua & Randy Sheffield 

HANDBELL DIRECTOR: Jessica Dreska 
WIND ENSEMBLE DIRECTOR: Katie Vierkant 
 
Thank you for ordering poinsettias to decorate our altar for the 
Christmas season. The plant you ordered can be taken home after 
the service today. Please look for a label with your name on it.  
PLEASE do NOT take home the plastic saucer that the plant is in. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
WELCOME VISITORS!  We are glad you chose to worship with us.  Sign our 
Guest Book in the Narthex or one of the cards in the pews and please talk to 
Pastor, an Usher or Elder if you have any questions. 
Cancellations due to inclement weather and for the protection/well-being of 
our congregation members.  If Sunday morning service is not cancelled, but 
we have inclement weather, please use your best judgement for your 
personal situation.  You can look at the following areas to find out if Sunday 
service has been cancelled: 
1—WTMJ 4  
2-- FOX 6 (also AM 920, FM 106.1, OLDIES 95.7, Radio Now 97.3,  
 AM 1130 WISN & V100.7 JAMS) 
3-- St. Andrew website: www.standrew-westbend.org, 
4—St. Andrew Facebook page 
5-- Via email from church for those who have signed up 

http://www.standrew-westbend.org/
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