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ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH

And
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West Bend, WI 53090







(262) 335-4200


www.standrew-westbend.org




standrewchurchwb@gmail.com





  St.AndrewECC@gmail.com
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.















   Sunday School and Bible Class 10:15 a.m.


OCTOBER 2025
PASTOR’S MESSAGE
“Why?”

We all have expectations, don’t we? We have expectations for ourselves, for our family, and for our nation. Yet, what happens when those expectations are turned upside down? We become disillusioned!
Now, Habakkuk is a short book of the Bible (only three chapters long) that begins with… “Oh no! Things are awful!” and then ends with… “Oh, Yes! God’s in control!” In it the prophet Habakkuk starts off by saying, “O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ and you will not save? Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong?” (Habakkuk 1:2-3a).
Doesn’t it seem that way of late? Violence, strife, and contention are around us at every corner. There are the recent killings, including that of the American political activist, Charlie Kirk. Also, there are the poor and sick being ignored, families being destroyed, church attendance on the decline, and all kinds of wickedness that goes unchecked and unpunished. And so, we find ourselves asking…“Why?”
Well, like the prophet Habakkuk, you are invited today:

1) To bring all of your frustrations before God in prayer. “Give your burdens to the LORD, and he will take care of you. He will not permit the godly to slip and fall” (Psalm 55:22).
2) To recall that as a God’s child you are called to suffer. For through suffering… God’s causes the greatest spiritual growth.
3) To place your trust in the Lord. From this time until heaven, you will still have your list of “why” questions that come up. Well, consider the answer to these “why” questions. “Why does God love you?” “Why does He forgive such a great sinner like you?” “Why?” Because “LOVE” is who God is (1 John 4:8), and He sent His Son (Jesus) to die for you!
4) To rejoice in the Lord! Habakkuk says, “Yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation” (Habakkuk 3:18). Even with all the bad things happening around him, Habakkuk could still rejoice in the Lord. We, too, can rejoice in the Lord daily. For keeping our eyes on Jesus’ (His cross and empty tomb), we can say this day: “Oh, Yes! God’s in control!”
As always, dear brothers and sisters, please contact me if you or a loved one is in the hospital, celebrating a milestone, or would just like a visit. You can reach me at pastor@standrew-westbend.org. Let’s connect!
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

Please have all newsletter articles in by Tuesday, October 28th. to Ginger Carerros at standrewchurchwb@gmail.com.  
BOARD OF ELDERS
Confirmation and Sunday’s School are back in full swing. Note the new time of 10:30 to 11:30 for Sunday School and Bible Study on Sunday.
St. Andrew is always looking for volunteers to help the church run. If you would like to be lay reader or an usher during worship on Sundays, join one of the cleaning crews or the altar guild, or any other area of the church, talk to Pastor Jon or an elder and we can help you get plugged in to one of our groups.
The men are currently studying the book of Ezra on Saturday morning. During a recent week we studied how God’s plan to return his people back to their land from their exile in Babylon. Two hundred years before King Cyrus was born, the prophet Isaiah mentions King Cyrus by name and says how God would use him in his plan to return his people to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple and the wall. The more you study scripture the more you see how God works in the lives of people to accomplish his plans. Our God is amazing!
All of the Bible studies are back meeting together. Below you will find a list of some of the current studies. Don’t worry about having to start when a new study starts, just show up and start where it’s currently at. If you would like help joining a group, talk to Pastor Jon or an elder and we will get you plugged in.

· Sunday morning after church (10:30 am). Currently studying the book of 1st Peter.

· Tuesday morning (9:30am) Women’s Group @ Sandy Berres’ house.

· Week night (various nights depending on schedules) Women’s Group. Meets at homes and church- Currently studying the book, Joy by Deb Burma..

· Saturday morning (8:30am) Men’s Breakfast Group led by Dan Berres meets at church- Currently studying the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. The coffee is hot, fellowship and conversation are engaging, and the fellas will be rotating serving breakfast. Come and feed on breakfast and the Word.

· Monday evening (6:00pm) Men’s Group led by Bob Buehler is currently studying the Gospel of Matthew.
Talk to Pastor Vierkant or one of the elders and we will help get you plugged into God’s word at St. Andrew.
Please contact Pastor, an Elder, or the church office if you are going in for surgery, having a hospital stay or have anything else you think we should know about. We are concerned for our members but if you do not tell us what is going on, we will not know to contact you to see if you would like a visit or would like to be included in our prayers.
This is your church home and we are your church family so we are very interested in what your concerns are. Please contact one of the Elders and let us know if you have any concerns, questions, need help or just want to talk. We are here to help you in any way we can. Below is the list of Elders and which area of responsibilities they are heading. You can talk to any Elder about any concerns or questions and we will bring it up to the full board and most importantly, please keep us in your prayers.

Randy Sheffield—Chairman, Sick/Shut-Ins &amp; Care Ministry 

Thai Hua—Secretary, Ushers 

Mark Oehme— In-Actives 

Jeff Grande – Youth/Confirmation 

Rory Hetzel—Lay Readers 

George Muth—Fund Raisers/Personnel 
BOARD OF MINISTRIES
“Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” Matthew 9:37- 38.
While most of us may not be physically harvesting a crop this fall, there are many ways God uses us to “harvest” His “crop” (spreading God’s word). We can invite someone to almost any activity happening at our church to help spread God’s word. Invite a neighbor, friend, co-worker, or classmate to one of the following (or something listed on the church calendar) and see how God works through your life and your friend’s.
Our last highway cleanup was postponed due to weather. It will now be October 5th at noon, meeting at the BP gas station in Boltonville. Come help if you’re able!
Come celebrate this year’s harvest time with a delicious meal, fellowship and even a friendly competition of trivia at our Harvest Dinner on October 19. Come at 4:30, we will eat at 5pm. Trivia will follow the meal. Turkey will be provided. Please bring a dish to pass, sign up sheet is on the bulletin board.
For October, we will be collecting breakfast foods (cereal, oatmeal, granola bars, pancake mixes, etc.) for our monthly mission collection. Items can be placed on the round table in the back of church. Items will go to the Kewaskum Food Pantry.
Looking ahead to the holidays, date TBD for a Christmas Fun Night! More details to come soon but get ready for Christmas outfits, games and friendly competitions for all ages!

Blessings from the Board of Ministries
Sarah Peterson, Sue Hetzel, Laurie Pree, Taylor Sandidge, Jesssica Janz, Sandy Berres

Sisters in Christ
Then Jesus said to His disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field." Matthew 9:37-38
Sisters in Christ, we are God's workers and there is plenty to do. Who is a Sister of Christ? You are, if you are a member of our congregation and a woman, you are our Sister in Christ. And so we invite you to join us in both our mission projects and our activity events. Choose something that interests you, and feel the joy and receive the blessing of being with other Christian women working God's harvest field.

What's ahead...

· Tuesday mornings (9:30am) Bible study, A Woman of Strength, continues at Sandy Berres home.
· Operation Christmas Child begins Sunday, October 19th. Shoeboxes will be on display. Information on what to put in and what not to put in them will be inside each box. Please return your shoebox by Sunday, November 16th.
· Making knotted fleece blankets for the Washington County Foster Care Closet and our church family will begin on Tuesday, October 21st at 6:00pm.  Location will be at Sandy Ruback's home.  Please sign up on the church bulletin board if you would like to join us.
· Fall Scavenger Hunt and Chili Lunch Activity will be on Sunday, November 9th following Bible Study at 11:45. This will be a fun event that will include teams of 3 or 4 going out into the community to find items. Each team will take a picture of their find and head back to church in the given time. Then enjoy a chili lunch and fellowship. This event will be filled with laughter and fun! Sign up on the church bulletin board and bring a friend!

Looking further ahead....

· Christmas Bingo Party will be held on Tuesday, December 2nd at 6:00pm at church. Join us in this fun activity!  Snacks and dessert will be provided.  Please bring a $5.00 wrapped gift item which will be used for prizes. Look for a signup sheet on the church bulletin board coming soon.

· Giving Tree beginning Sunday, November 23 through Sunday, December 7th our Giving Tree will be up. Our recipient will be Seed of Hope. The Seed of Hope Center is a non-profit organization that provides free services, care, and support for women facing an unplanned pregnancy. We will be gifting them with gift cards that will be placed in a small Christmas stocking. Please consider buying a $5 or $10 gift card, which you can do right at our own Script table after church each Sunday. There will be a box that your card can go into in the narthex by the Giving Tree.

As you can see, there are plenty of ways to help in God's harvest field in the coming months. Please feel free to ask me, Sandy Ruback, or Judi Bastian, or Kathy Muth any questions you may have concerning our Sisters in Christ and our mission work and activities.  

God's richest blessings Sisters!

Sandy R., Judi B., and Kathy M.

CARE MINISTRY

God’s blessings to all of you!  I wanted to remind you of our “Care Ministry “opportunity here at St. Andrew. This ministry can be use by any of you that may be going through a difficult time. It may be for only a short time like coming home from the hospital and would like someone to come and share a prayer or two and a brief devotional with you. Or something more long lasting like finding out you are not able to drive any more or health related trials perhaps dealing with the struggles with aging. Divorce or marriage difficulties. 

There are many reasons to take advantage of this ministry. It may be a feeling of loneliness and just need to talk and need a listening ear to listen.  You may be struggling with your faith, let us know! You may have received serious diagnoses from the doctors! Family difficulties!   Life change decisions! Depression! Perhaps just asking “why am I always sad!” Do you have a family member in a nursing home? We will walk through the muck and brokenness of this world with you.  
This ministry is for all of us from time to time, and no need to feel embarrassed or reluctant to ask. Please reach out to Pastor or myself, please reference the Church Directory for the phone number. Don’t hesitate to let us know. We are trained to be care ministries; all is kept private and is our privilege and blessing to serve God and His people in this way. You are a blessing to us and we don’t want you to ever think you are alone because you are “never alone “Please, please, please,” let us be a friend and have a meaningful relationship with you! 

Randy Sheffield
EARLY CHILDHOOD CAMPUS

Dear St. Andrew Congregation,
I can't wait to share this story with you. It was the third day of learning about The First Sin.  I held up our curriculum book that had a large picture of Adam, Eve and the sneaky snake in the garden of Eden next to the tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. Before I could even ask, if they remembered who we were going to be talking about...the 4K students started calling out: there's Adam, there's Eve. That sneaky snake wants them to eat the fruit. God told them not to eat the fruit. They didn't listen. God was sad, but still loved Adam and Eve. They had to leave the garden. The students went on and on...it was so amazing to hear these students retell this Bible story in their own words and with so much excitement and passion. What a blessing to be able to watch day by day as these wonderful students grow in their faith and understanding of God's love.
Blessings,

Lindsey

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS


1

Darrell Harrison

2

Carolyn Hartmann

3

Amber Dieringer 

3

Jessica Janz

3

Kristen Kasuboski

3

Stephanie Waala
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4

James Strohmeyer

5

Colson Starr

8

Joanne Miller

9

Jessica Dreska

9

Mark Janz

9

Hunter Starr

11

Curt Gnatzig

12

Jane Dolata

12

Cindy Heinz
12

Emerson Mutz

16

David Brehmer

16

Charlotte Grande

18

Ronda Koenig

19

Zachary Dieringer


20

Hank Kelley


20

Ellen Slicker


21

Toby Hua


22

Sydney Brehmer


22

Zachary Brehmer


23

Ted Wuebben


24

Olivia Dieringer


25

Sandra Lompa


25

Tiff Legate


25

Lainey Vierkant


27

Josie Pfeiffer


29

Wendi Falk


29

Margie Hua


29

Pat McWilliams

OCTOBER BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES

1

Annabelle Miller

4

Jessica Beaupre’

4

Linda Bruss
[image: image2.jpg]
5

Colson Starr

11

Troy Justman
12

Christopher Callen

16

Austin Jantz
17

Jonathan Ratzel
18

Staci Ruback
25

Judi Bastian
26

Star Dzwonkowski
26

Megan Johnson
29

Margie Hua
31

Jessica Janz
31

Stephanie Waala
OCTOBER WEDDING[image: image3.emf]


    ANNIVERSARIES


1

Cristopher & Deanna Kiel


4

Sharon & Troy Ellis

4

Kenneth & Wendi Falk

6

Jeffrey & Cathy Grande

7

Jonathan & Tina Ratzel

8

Bruce & Ronda Koenig

9

Ron & Judi Bastian

12

Mark & Deborah Osgood

13

George & Kathy Muth

14

Darrell & Sue Harrison

14

Robert & Sandra Lompa Jr.

19

Nancy & Gary Kawczynski

21

Gary & Kristi Leipold

22

Lyndsey & Steven Mutz


28

Curt & Michelle Gnatzig

28

Mark & Sandy Ruback


31

Angela Sommer
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