CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

PRESERVICE MUSIC WHILE WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP
WELCOME & GREET ONE ANOTHER WITH GOD’S PEACE
OPENING HYMN “Angels from the Realms of Glory” LSB 367

INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CHRISTMAS DIALOG Isaiah 9:2,6; John 1:4, 5, 14

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. Those
who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them has the light shined.

C: We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father.

P: For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given.

C: In Him was life, and that life was the light of all!

P: The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us:

C: And we beheld His glory.

P: We praise and thank You, O God, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, through whom You have enlightened us by revealing the Light that
never fades. In the beginning You laid the foundation of the earth, and
the heavens are the work of Your hands; yet in Your tender compassion
You visit us with Your salvation. For when the time had fully come You
sent forth Your Son, born of a woman, to bring light to those who sit in
darkness, who walk in the shadow of death. He is the first-born of all
creation, the offspring of David; He is the bright and morning star. In
Him the light shines; the darkness is put to flight. So we Your people,
beholding Your glory, join the praises of earth and heaven as all
creation shouts for joy;

C: Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest!

HYMN “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” LSB 377 stanza 1

1. On Christmas night all Christians sing
To hear the news the angels bring,
On Christmas night all Christians sing
To hear the news the angels bring,
News of great joy, news of great mirth,
News of our merciful King's birth.

INTROIT Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1
P: Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given;

C: And the government shall be upon His shoulder.

P: And His nhame shall be called Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God;

C: The everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

P: Oh, sing unto the Lord a new song:

C: For He has done marvelous things!

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS “Angels We Have Heard on High” LSB 368

1. Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain: Gloriain excelsis Deo.
Gloriain excelsis Deo.

2. Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. [Refrain]

SALUTATION AND COLLECT (PRAYER) OF THE DAY

: The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

. Let us pray.

: O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth
of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully
receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold
Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

OU0OT

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 7:10-14
Again, the LORD spoke to Ahaz: “Ask a sign of the LORD your God,;
let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not
ask, and | will not put the LORD to the test.” And he said, “Hear then,
O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary
my God also? Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.



ANTHEM “Hark The Harold Angels Sing” Jr. High Winds
EPISTLE 1 John 4:7-16
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever
loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not
love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of
God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into
the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that
we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought
to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. By this we
know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of
his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his
Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is
the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So, we have
come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is
love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in
him.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE
C: 7 Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1st chapter.

C: Glory to You, O Lord.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream,
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet:

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).
When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had
given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY “Away in a Manger” LSB 364

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM

OFFERING “Happy Birthday” Sunday School Handbells

OFFERTORY “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” LSB 393

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P: Father, on this night we recall how great is Your love for us, sending
Your Son into our world as a tiny child to forgive our sin.

C: Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift.

P: Jesus, on this night we recall how great is Your love for us, You gave up
heaven to live on earth as one of us, one with us, to forgive our sin.

C: Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift.

P: Holy Spirit, on this night we recall how great is Your love for us,
gathering us together through the waters of Baptism and nourishing us
through the body and blood of Jesus for the forgiveness of our sin.

C: Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift.

(additional prayers)

P: Gracious God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we commend all our cares
and concerns to Your mercy, trusting to Your will and providence on
behalf of all for whom we pray.

C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

(Inside back cover of hymnal)

LIGHTING OF THE LIGHTS Genesis 1:3-4, 1 John 1:5, 7, Isaiah 60:1

P: We celebrate the coming of Christ, the Light of the world. Our candles
bear witness to the Light, and brighten this time of joyful celebration.

C: And God said, “Let there be light;” and there was light. And God
saw that the light was good.

P: God is Light, and in Him is no darkness at all. If we walk in the light, as
He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

C: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen upon you!

P: Go forth, then, with the Spirit of the Christ Child leading and guiding you
through all of life, and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the +
Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you all.

(Please turn on your candle)
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PRAYER

P: Almighty God, You make this time to shine with the brightness of the true
light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’
presence, and in the last day wake to the brightness of His glory,
through Your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

HYMN “Silent Night, Holy Night” LSB 363
The Choir will sing the first stanza in German, then the congregation will
sing stanzas 1-3

1. Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!

Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

(For the singing of the last verse, we lift our candles and hold them high in
honor of God’s pure love in Jesus Christ shining brightly in our lives.)

3. Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

SILENT PRAYER

POSTLUDE

OFFICIANT: Rev. Jonathan Vierkant

ORGANIST: Rinda Bye

JR HIGH WINDS: Michaela Grande, Simone Manns, Graci Roller
GUITAR: Rory Hetzel, Toby Hua

CHOIR DIRECTOR: Peggy Kriefall

Christmas Day
Sunday, December 25 at 9:00 a.m. with Holy Communion

Thank you to everyone who bought poinsettias for the
altar. Please allow us to keep them through our
Christmas Day service.

If you have not already done so, please pick up your Offering
Envelopes for 2025. Please contact the office if you cannot find
your envelopes.
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